
Migration to Madinah Munawwarah 

Just as the inception of prohethood was launched with pious dreams, similarly, the origins of Hijrah 
(migration) were initiated in the form of pious dreams. At the beginning, Rasulullah  was 
shown dreams about the location of his migration but not the name of the place. He was merely 
shown that his place of migration was a place abounding in date palms. This is why he was under 
the impression that the place was perhaps Yamaamah or Hajar. Whilst he was reflecting over this, 
divine revelation singled out Madinah Munawwarah as the place of migration. On the basis of this 
divine directive, Rasulullah  commanded his Sahaabah  to emigrate to Madinah 
Munawwarah.  

According to another Hadith, Allah Ta’ala revealed to Rasulullah  that whichever 
city you are drawn to from Madinah, Bahrain or Qinasriyyeen, that city will be regarded as your 
Daarul-Hijrah (place of migration).  

Note: Just as a number of various homes are offered to an honoured guest to choose whichever 
one he wishes, similarly, as a mark of honour, Rasulullah  was offered a number of 
locations for Hijrah. Madinah was ultimately chosen as his place of Hijrah. 

After the termination of Bay‘atul-Aqabah, Rasulullah  commanded the Sahaabah 
 to emigrate to Madinah Munawwarah. The moment they were made aware of this divine 
commandment, frantic but secretive preparation began. The first person to brace himself for this 
Hijrah was Rasulullah’s  milk-brother Abu Salmah ‘Abdul-Asad Makhzumi  with 
his wife and son. However, Hijrah was not a stroll in the park. Whoever intended to emigrate would 
meet fierce resistance from the Quraysh. They would leave no stone unturned in preventing them 
from Hijrah because, after all, who would they employ as their targets of tyranny? 

In short, gradually, one by one, group by group, all the Sahaabah  emigrated to Madinah 
Munawwarah. 

In Makkah it was only Rasulullah , Hadhrat Abu Bakr  and Hadhrat Ali  
who remained. Yes, a few helpless and vulnerable Muslims trapped within the brutal clutches of 
the disbelievers still remained behind in Makkah.  

Assembly of Quraysh in Daarun-Nadwah and their Resolution to Assassinate 
Rasulullah  

When the Quraysh realised that gradually all the Sahaabah  had migrated to Madinah and 
Rasulullah’s  departure was also imminent, a number of chieftains convened in Daarun-
Nadwah to deliberate over this ‘predicament’. Amongst the chieftains gathered were: ‘Utbah bin 
Rabi’ah, Shaybah bin Rabi’ah, Abu Sufyaan bin Harb, Ta‘imah bin ‘Adi, Jubair bin Mut‘im, Haaris 
bin ‘Aamir, Abul-Bakhtari bin Hishaam, Zam‘ah bin Aswad, Hakeem bin Hizaam, Abu Jahal bin 
Hishaam, Nabihah and Munabbihah sons of Hajaaj and Umayyah bin Khalaf. 

Iblees the accursed appeared in this gathering in the form of an old man. As he turned up at 
the door people asked him whom he was. He replied: “I am a Shaikh from Najd. I wish to listen to 
your discussion and if possible, I would assist you by voicing my personal opinion and counsel.” 

The people allowed him entry and the discussion began. One of them suggested that Rasulullah 
 should be imprisoned within a fully enclosed closet. To this the ‘Najdi Shaikh’ 
responded: “No, this is not the ideal solution because if his companions learn of his imprisonment, 
they would overwhelm you and release him.” Someone else proposed to banish him from Makkah 
altogether. To this the ‘Najdi Shaikh’ countered: “No! This opinion is definitely not acceptable. 
Are you not aware of the sweetness, allure and captivating nature of his speech? If you drive him 



out of here, perhaps the inhabitants of another city would listen to his sweet words and believe in 
him. Then all of them may just get together and launch an attack against us.” 

Abu Jahal said: “I am of the opinion that neither should we incarcerate him nor should we 
banish him. Rather we should select a young man from each and every tribe and all of them should 
jointly assassinate Muhammad. In this manner, Muhammad’s () blood will be fanned out 
over all the tribes and his tribe, Banu Abdu Manaaf, would not be able to hit back against any 
particular tribe. They will be forced to settle the matter by accepting blood money.” 

The ‘Najdi Shaikh’ responded quite excitedly to this proposal. With fervent enthusiasm he 
said: “By Allah! This seems like the most excellent plan.” Other members of the meeting also 
sanctioned this proposal.  

It was also agreed in this meeting that this baneful plan be carried out that very night. 
This assembly barely dispersed when Hadhrat Jibraa’eel  appeared before Rasulullah 
 with divine revelation enlightening him about their evil plot in the following verses: 

ۡوا لُِيْثِبتُۡوَك اَْو يَْقُتلُۡوَك اَْو يُْخِرجُ 
ُ

يَۡن َكَفر ِ َ ّ  ِبَك ا
ُ

 اهللاُ َو ِاْذ يَْمُكر
ُ

ۡوَن َويَْمُكر
ُ

ُ   ۡوَك  َويَْمُكر
ۡ

 َواهللاُ َخري

ٰمِكِريَۡن ﴿
ْ
 ﴾۳۰ال

“And remember when the disbelievers were conspiring against you either to incarcerate, kill or 
banish you. They were plotting and Allah was plotting but Allah Ta’ala is the best of plotters.” 

[Surah Anfaal verse 30] 

He was then fully apprised of the sinister plot of the disbelievers and he was divinely commanded 
to emigrate to Madinah Munawarrah. Rasulullah  was also advised to recite the following 
dua: 

  َو 
ۡ
ّبِ اَ  قُل ۡ ّرَ ِ

ْ
ۡ اَ  ُمْدَخَل ِصْدٍق ّوَ  ْدِخل ِ َج ِصْدٍق ّوَ  ْخِرْج

َ
  ُمْخر

ۡ
ۡ  اْجَعل ُنۡ  ِمنۡ  ِّ َ ٰط ّ

ْ
ً َك ُسل

ۡ
 ﴾۸۰ا﴿ًنا نَِّصري

“And say: ‘My Lord! Let my entry (into Madinah) be good and (similarly) let my exit (from 
Makkah) be good. And grant me from Your side a dominion and assistance. [Surah Israa verse 

80] 

Hadhrat Ali  narrates that Rasulullah  asked Jibraa’eel  who would 
accompany him in the emigration. Jibraa’eel  replied: “Abu Bakr  will emigrate with 
you.”   

Hadhrat ‘Aa’ishah  narrates: “Right at high noon, Rasulullah  appeared at Abu 
Bakr’s  house and informed him that his emigration to Madinah had been divinely sanctioned 
by Allah Ta’ala. Overcome with excitement, Abu Bakr  asked: “May my parents be sacrificed 
for you, O Prophet of Allah! Will this unworthy man get the honour of travelling with you?” 
Rasulullah  replied: “Yes, surely.” 

On hearing this elating news, Abu Bakr  burst into tears. Hadhrat ‘Aa’ishah  says: 
“Before this, I never knew that anyone could cry out of happiness and joy. Long before this, Abu 
Bakr , in anticipation of this impending journey, set aside two camels, which he was feeding 
with acacia leaves for the last four months. He offered one of these camels to Rasulullah  
saying: “O Prophet of Allah! may my parents be sacrificed for you! Please select one of these 
camels, it is a gift for you.” Rasulullah  replied: “No, I would not accept it without paying 
for it.” Abu Bakr replied: “Okay, if you want to pay for it, well and good. You may pay for it.” 

In other words, my personal desire is of no concern. My desires and inclinations are all subject 
to your directives. 

That night as darkness spread across the land, the Quraysh, as per their predetermined 
resolution, besieged Rasulullah’s  house planning to attack him later that night. 



Rasulullah  directed Hadhrat Ali  to don his green sheet and lie down on his 
(Rasulullah’s ) bed. He also advised him saying: “Do not panic. Nothing will happen to 
you.” 

Although the Quraysh were his nasty enemies, they still regarded him as trustworthy and 
honest. They would customarily entrust their valuables to his care. Rasulullah  handed 
over these entrusted items to Hadhrat Ali  advising him to return them to their rightful 
owners. 

Abu Jahal, the accursed, was standing outside and with riotous laughter he was mockingly 
telling his cohorts: “Muhammad is under the impression that if you follow him you will become 
the rulers of the Arabs and non-Arabs alike and you will get eternal paradise after your death. And 
if you fail to follow him, you will be killed at the hands of his companions and thereafter you will 
burn in the fire of Hell. 

Whilst he was scornfully saying this, Rasulullah  emerged from the door. Taking a 
handful of sand, he said: “Yes, this is what I assure you would happen. You are also one of those 
who are destined to die at the hands of my companions and to burn in the fire of Hell.” Over this 
handful of sand, Rasulullah  then recited the opening verses of Surah Yaaseen until the 
verse “Fa Aghshaynaahum Fa Hum Laa Yubsiroon (and We have swathed them so they cannot 
see)” and hurled this sand over their heads. Allah Ta’ala placed a veil over their eyes. He passed 
right before their very eyes without them realising it.  

Rasulullah  then proceeded to Hadhrat Abu Bakr’s  house. Together they left 
home and headed off to the road leading to Mount Saur. They ascended the mountain and took 
cover in one of its caves. During this time, a man passed Rasulullah’s  house and saw a 
number of the Quraysh milling about. When he enquired what they were waiting for, they replied: 
“We are waiting for Muhammad to emerge. The moment he sets foot out of his house, we will kill 
him.” The man countered: “May Allah Ta’ala make your efforts go in vain. Muhammad 
() has hurled sand over your heads and passed by.” 

The next morning, when they saw Hadhrat Ali  rising from Rasulullah’s  bed, 
they exclaimed: “By Allah! That man was right.” With untold misery dripping from their voices, 
they asked: “Where is Muhammad?” Hadhrat Ali  replied: “I have no idea.”   

Note: The disbelievers of Makkah laid siege to his house but they did not break into the house 
itself because the Arabs considered it unethical to enter the female sections of anyone’s home. 

Thereafter Rasulullah  continued his journey. As he was leaving the environs of 
Makkah, he ascended a hillock and addressed Makkah lamentably saying: 

ِ وَ  ِ  اّججلٰ َّ ا َ  كَ ن َ  رُ يْ خَ ل ِ  ِض رْ ا َ وَ  اّججلٰ َ  بُّ حَ أ ِ  ِض رْ ا َ وَ  الّي  اّججلٰ َ  الَ وْ ل ِّ ا ُ  ين ْ مِ  تُ جْ رِ خْ ا  تُ جْ رَ خَ  امَ  كَ ن
“By Allah! You are the best of lands. You are the most dear to Allah. If I was not expelled from 

you, I would never have left you.” 

Ibn ‘Abbaas  narrates that Rasulullah  addressed the land of Makkah saying: 

َ  امَ  َ طْ ا َ ي َ بَ  نْ مِ  كَ ب َ وَ  دٍ ل َّ حَ ا ِ  كَ ب َ ا َ وَ  يّ ل َ  الَ وْ ل َ  يْ مِ وْ قَ  نَّ ا ْ كَ سَ  امَ  ينِ وْ جُ رَ خْ ا ْ غَ  تُ ن   كَ رَ ي
“What a pure land you are. You are very much dear to me. If my people did not expel me from 

you, I would not take up residence but in you.” 

Hadhrat Abu Bakr’s  elder daughter Hadhrat Asma , prepared their provisions for the 
road. Driven by haste, instead of using a cord, she ripped her girdle apart and used it as a cord to 
tie the provisions. From that day hence, she was referred to as Zaatun-Nitaaqayn (a woman with a 
double girdle). She used one portion of it to tie the provisions and the other to tie the mouth of the 
water-skin.  



‘Abdullah, the son of Abu Bakr , who was a still a young man, would spend the day in 
Makkah and in the evenings he would come to his father in the cave and give a report on the 
activities of the Quraysh. ‘Aamir bin Fuhayrah, who was the emancipated slave of Hadhrat Abu 
Bakr  would graze goats all day long and at Isha time he would come to the cave and feed 
Rasulullah  and Abu Bakr  with goat’s milk.  

‘Abdullah bin Uraiqeet was hired as a guide to take the pair of them via the relatively unknown 
route to Madinah. Although the guide, ‘Abdullah bin Uraiqeet was a disbeliever, Rasulullah 
 and Hadhrat Abu Bakr  still trusted him and counted upon (his navigational skills). 
They entrusted the camels to the guide requesting him to meet them on the third day at Mount Saur 
from where they would set out for Madinah. 

Cave of Saur 

In short, both of them left home the same night and set out for the cave of Saur. 
When Rasulullah  proceeded towards the cave, his cave-companion, his devoted 

disciple, his dedicated companion, his sincere devotee, and his incomparable friend Hadhrat Abu 
Bakr  was struck with an unusual sense of restlessness. Sometimes he would walk behind 
Rasulullah  and sometimes in front of him. At times he would walk on his right and 
sometimes to his left. In due course, Rasulullah  asked: “What is the matter Abu Bakr? 
Sometimes you walk ahead of me and sometimes behind me?” Abu Bakr  replied: “O 
Rasulullah ! When I envisage someone hunting for you from the back, I promptly move 
behind you. When I dread someone waiting in ambush for you, I reposition myself to get ahead of 
you.” Rasulullah  asked: “Abu Bakr! Your purpose for acting in this manner is to sacrifice 
your life for mine?” Hadhrat Abu Bakr  replied: “Yes, O Prophet of Allah! I swear by the 
Being who has commissioned you with the truth, I wish to sacrifice my life in favour of yours.” As 
they reached the cave, Abu Bakr  said: “O Prophet of Allah! Just hold on a moment. I will 
enter the cave and clean it for you.” 

Abu Bakr  entered the cave first and after a little while Rasulullah  followed 
him through. Soon thereafter, with the grace of Almighty Allah, a spider spun its web over the 
mouth of the cave. 

 The Quraysh surrounded Rasulullah’s  house all night long. The next morning, they 
were startled to notice Ali  awakening from Rasulullah’s  bed. When they enquired 
from Hadhrat Ali  about his whereabouts, he replied: “I have no idea.” They promptly 
scurried about in all directions hunting for him until they reached the cave. When their glances fell 
onto the web screening the mouth of the cave, they said: 

 َ َ هُ  لَ خَ دَ  وْ ل َ  ان َ  نْ كُ يَ  مْ ل ْ سْ ن ْ  جُ ي ْ عَ ال ُ كَ ن ٰ عَ  تِ وْ ب ِ بَ  ىل  هِ اب
“This web would not have been here if he had entered the cave.” 

Whilst Rasulullah  sought refuge in the cave of Saur, with the will of Allah, a tree 
miraculously sprouted up before him. A pair of wild doves then laid their eggs in the nests that 
were on the tree. Whilst the disbelievers were hunting for Rasulullah , they came across 
the cave but when they caught sight of the nests covering the tree, they retreated. Rasulullah 
 says: “Allah Ta’ala defended us from their (evils).”   

Abu Bakr  recounts: “When Rasulullah  and I were in the cave whilst the 
Quraysh were frenziedly searching for us and they somehow managed to get to the mouth of the 
cave, I anxiously submitted: ‘O Prophet of Allah! If one of them has to lower his gaze, he is 
certainly bound to spot us.’ Rasulullah  replied: 



ُّ اظَ مَ  َ  ايَ  كَ ن َ ا ْ اِ بِ  رٍ كْ بَ  اب َ ث ْ ن ُ  نِ ي َ  اّججلٰ ِ ث ُ ال  امَ هُ ث
‘What is your opinion, O Abu Bakr, of those two people amongst whom the third is Allah.’  

(In other words), we are not alone. Allah is with us and He will shield us from their evil.” 
When Rasulullah  noticed Abu Bakr  looking miserably sad, he said: 

 َمَعَنا ّنَ اهللاَ  تَْحَزْن اِ َال 
“Do not grieve. Certainly Allah is with us.” 

He also made special dua for Abu Bakr’s  pacification after which, a unique form of 
tranquillity and serenity descended over Abu Bakr . In this regard Allah Ta’ala states in the 
Holy Qur-aan: 

َغاِر اِ ْذ هُ اِ 
ْ
َ   َمَعَنا ّنَ اهللاَ  تَْحَزْن اِ َال  ُل لَِصاِحِبهٖ ُقۡو ْذ يَ َما ِيف ال َ َواَ  هِ َعلَيۡ  َنَتهٗ َسِكيۡ  َزَل اهللاُ نۡ فَا ْوهَ ِبُجنُۡو   َدھٗ يّ

َ
ا َوَجَعَل ٍد لَّْم تَر

يۡ   َكِلَمةَ  ِ َ ّ ٰ ا ْ
ف وا الّسُ

ُ
 ِه  اهللاِ   َوَكِلَمةُ   َن َكَفر

َ
يَ  ي

ْ
ُعل

ْ
   مٌ ٌز َحِكيۡ َعِزيۡ  َواهللاُ   اال

“When both of them were in the cave, when he (Rasulullah ) told his companion: ‘Do 

not grieve. Certainly Allah is with us.’ So Allah transmitted His special tranquillity over him and 
strengthened him with forces (angels) that you were unable to see and He rendered the word of 

the disbelievers the lowermost, and the word of Allah is always uppermost. And Allah is all-
mighty, all-wise.”      [Surah Taubah verse 40] 

For three long days, Rasulullah  remained hidden in the cave. ‘Abdullah, the son of Abu 
Bakr  would spend the day in Makkah gathering information about the disbelievers and in 
the evenings, he would give them a detailed report of the happenings in Makkah and quickly depart 
as early as possible. ‘Aamir bin Fuhayrah  (the emancipated slave of Abu Bakr ) would 
come daily to the cave after ‘Isha when it was somewhat dark. He would come with a few she-
goats so that Rasulullah  and Abu Bakr  could drink whatever milk they required. 
This is how they passed three nights in the cave. 

On the fourth morning, ‘Abdullah bin Uraiqeet (who was appointed as their guide to Madinah), 
as per his pledge, turned up at the cave with two she-camels. Casting aside the normal route to 
Madinah, he took them on the more unfamiliar coastal route to Madinah Munawwarah.  

Rasulullah  mounted one camel whilst Abu Bakr  mounted the other. In order 
to serve them, Abu Bakr  also took his emancipated slave, ‘Aamir bin Fuhayrah, along with 
him and seated him behind him on the same camel. ‘Abdullah bin Uraiqeet mounted his own camel 
and since he was the guide, he would ride slightly ahead of them.  

When Abu Bakr  embraced Islam, he had a princely sum of forty thousand Dirhams in 
his possession. He spent most of this amount in the path of Allah. He would regularly purchase 
slaves and set them free. He had just five thousand from the original forty at the time of Hijrah. He 
took this money along as well. Even this was exhausted in purchasing the land for Masjide-Nabawi 
and in other religious projects. Hadhrat ‘Aa’ishah  says: “When Abu Bakr  passed 
away, he did not leave behind a single Deenar nor Dirham.”   

Nonetheless, ‘Abdullah bin Uraiqeet took Rasulullah  and Hadhrat Abu Bakr  
towards the lower regions of Makkah along the coastal route. From here they made their way to 
the lower regions of ‘Asfaan travelling a stage at a time until they ultimately reached Quba (on the 
outskirts of Madinah).  

Note: Rasulullah  left home and went straight to Abu Bakr’s  house. Taking 
Hadhrat Abu Bakr with him, both of them went into hiding in the cave of Saur. In the meantime, 



the disbelievers laid siege to his home but when they failed to locate him, a comprehensive search 
was launched. They frantically dispatched trackers to all areas and some of them eventually landed 
at the mouth of the cave but to no avail. Allah Ta’ala availed the services of a spider that could not 
have been provided by a hundred coats of mail. He remained concealed within this cave for three 
long days whilst the disbelievers kept up their exhaustive search for this period as well. When they 
ultimately became despondent of finding him, they sat down in frustration. In spite of their 
substantial offers of a reward of one hundred camels for the person who locates Rasulullah 
 and Abu Bakr , all their efforts went in vain. Exasperated by these turn of 
unexpected events, the intensity of their search subsequently subsided. This is when Rasulullah 
 and Abu Bakr  slipped out of the cave and taking the coastal route, set out for 
Madinah Munawwarah.  

Abu Bakr  was well recognised amongst the people whilst Rasulullah  was not 
as well recognised. So whenever they encountered anyone en route who asked Abu Bakr who this 
man accompanying him was, he would reply: “This is the man showing me the way.” In his mind, 
he would mean that this is the man showing me the proper road to goodness and to the hereafter.  

Date of Departure 

About three months after the pledge of ‘Aqabah, on Thursday, the first of Rab‘i-ul-Awwal, 
Rasulullah  set out from Makkah Mukarramah. He halted over in the cave for three days. 
On Monday he left the cave and set out for Madinah Munawwarah. He arrived in Madinah on a 
Monday.  

Asma bint Abi Bakr says: “After the departure of Rasulullah , some people came to 
my father’s house enquiring about the whereabouts of Abu Bakr . Amongst them was Abu 
Jahal. When he asked me about the whereabouts of my father, I responded: ‘By Allah! I have no 
idea whatsoever.’ Abu Jahal delivered such an awful slap to my face that my ear-ring fell off.”  

Story of Umm-e-Ma’bad 

As he slipped out of the cave en route to Madinah Munawwarah, Rasulullah  passed the 
tent of Umm-e-Ma’bad. She was a remarkably noble and incredibly hospitable woman. She would 
often sit on the porch of her tent. People of Rasulullah’s  caravan approached her to 
purchase some dates and meat but she had nothing to offer them. Rasulullah’s  glance 
fell onto a young goat in the corner of the tent. When he enquired about it, Umm-e-Ma’bad replied: 
“This goat is dreadfully frail and weak. This is why it is unable to graze with the rest of the herd 
out in the fields.” Rasulullah  asked: “Does she have any milk?” She replied: “How can 
she ever have milk in this condition?” Rasulullah  asked: “Do I have your permission to 
milk her?” She replied: “May my parents be sacrificed for you. If there is any milk in them, you 
are more than welcome to help yourself.” Reciting Bismillah, Rasulullah  placed his 
blessed hand over its udders, which miraculously started filling up with milk. Rasulullah  
then set about milking the goat. A huge container, from which about eight to ten people could 
satiate themselves, filled up with its milk. Rasulullah  offered the milk to Umm-e-Ma’bad 
first. She drank to her fill. He then offered the container to his companions and then he drank right 
at the end. He once again milked the goat until the container was brimming with milk yet again. 
He then handed the container over to her and after accepting her in Bay‘at (pledge of allegiance), 
he set out on his journey once more. In the evening, when Abu Ma’bad returned home after grazing 
the goats, he noticed a huge container of milk lying there. Taken aback by this startling spectacle, 
he asked: “Where did this milk come from, Umm-e-Ma’bad? This goat had not a drop of milk.” 
She replied: “Today an exceptionally blessed man happened to pass this way. By Allah! This is 
due to his Barakah (blessings).” She then went on to recount what transpired. Abu Ma’bad 



remarked: “Enlighten me a bit more about this man.” Umm-e-Ma’bad recounted Rasulullah’s 
 countenance, his divine nobility, his awe-inspiring nature and his indefinable dignity. 

Abu Ma’bad remarked: “Okay, now I know who you are talking about. This is the same man 
from the Quraysh tribe. I will certainly present myself before him as well.” 

Incident of Suraaqah bin Maalik 

The Quraysh publicly proclaimed a reward of one hundred camels each for the person who kills or 
captures either Muhammad () or Abu Bakr ().  

Suraaqah bin Maalik bin J‘usham narrates: “I was sitting in my usual place when a man came 
up to me saying that he caught sight of a few people sneaking off onto the coastal route. He also 
added that he believes that these people were Muhammad and his companions.” 

Suraaqah continues: “I was positive that these people were really Muhammad and his friends 
but out of fear of this man receiving the promised prize of one hundred camels instead of myself, I 
somehow skirted the whole issue and convinced him that it was someone else and not Muhammad.” 

Suraaqah continues: “A little while later, I got up from my place and asked my slave girl to 
take the horse to a certain hillock and wait for me there. I clutched my spear and crept out of the 
back of the house. I reached the horse and with lightning speed I mounted the horse and shoved 
him into a full gallop.” 

As Suraaqah reached Rasulullah , Abu Bakr  noticed someone riding fast in 
their direction. Abu Bakr  anxiously submitted: “O Rasulullah ! Now we will really 
be captured. This man is coming in search of us.” Rasulullah  responded: 

 َمَعَنا ّنَ اهللاَ  تَْحَزْن اِ َال 

“Don’t worry! Certainly Allah is with us.” 

He then cursed Suraaqah. He barely uttered the curse when Suraaqah’s horse slumped into the 
rocky ground right up to its knees. Suraaqah submitted: “I am certain that this happened because 
of your curse. I beseech both of you to make dua for me. By Allah! I swear that I will turn back 
whoever is hunting for you.” 

Rasulullah  prayed for him and Suraaqah’s horse was forthwith released by the 
ground. Suraaqah says: “From this I promptly gathered that Allah Ta’ala was bound to grant 
Rasulullah  dominance. I went on to inform him about the Quraysh’s sinister plot to 
assassinate him and I also apprised him of the reward of one hundred camels offered by them. I 
then offered him whatever food provisions I had on me but he declined to accept it. However, he 
requested me not to disclose his condition to anyone. 

As an added precautionary measure, I asked him to write out a note of security and pardon in 
my favour. With Rasulullah’s  directive, ‘Aamir bin Fuhayrah wrote out a note of 
clemency on a piece of leather. Issuing the note to me, they set forth. Clutching the note of 
clemency, I also headed off towards Makkah.  Whenever I came across anyone searching for 
Rasulullah , I would turn him back saying: “There is no need for you to go this way. I 
have already searched this area.”   

In the same regard, Suraaqah poetically addresses Abu Jahal as follows: 

 َ َ ا ِ وَ  مٍ كَ حَ  اب َ  اّججلٰ ْ كُ  وْ ل َ       ادً اهِ شَ  تَ ن ْ  يْ ادِ وَ جَ  رِ مْ ِال ُ مُ ائِ وَ قَ  تَُسْوخُ  اِذ  ه
“By Allah! Abu Hakam (Abu Jahal), if you were present when my horse’s legs sank into the 

ground, 

ِ عَ  َ وَ  تَ مْ ل َ  مْ ل َ بِ  كْ كُ شْ ت َ        ادً مَّ حَ مُ  نَّ ا ِ ن ُ بِ  يٌّ ب ُ مُ اوِ قَ يُ  اذَ  نْ مَ فَ  انٍ هَ رْ ب  ه



You would have been convinced without a shadow of doubt that Muhammad is a messenger who 
has come with indisputable proofs. So, who will be able to oppose him?” 

Note: This miracle of Rasulullah  was similar to the miracle of Hadhrat Musa . 
Just as Qaarun was sunk into the earth with the curse of Musa , similarly, Suraaqah’s horse 
sank into the ground with the dua of Rasulullah . 

Nonetheless, without further incident and fear, they proceeded with the rest of the journey. 
As they drew closer to Madinah Munawwarah, Rasulullah  met Hadhrat Zubair 
 who was returning with a trade caravan from Syria. Hadhrat Zuabir  presented 
Rasulullah  and Hadhrat Abu Bakr  with white clothing.   

According to Ibn Abi Shaybah’s narration, Hadhrat Talhah  also offered some clothing 
to these two personalities.  

The delightful news of Rasulullah’s  departure and his imminent arrival in Madinah 
Munawwarah had already reached the inhabitants of Madinah. Driven by an ardent yearning to lay 
eyes on him, every single individual of Madinah would come and await his arrival at a place called 
Harrah (on the outskirts of Madinah). This was their daily ritual. One day, as they were leaving 
without catching sight of him, a Jew who was atop one of the hillocks of Madinah, ecstatically and 
inadvertently shouted out: 

َ قِيۡ بَنِيۡ  يَا  َجّدُُكمۡ  هَٰذا لَة
“O children of Qilah!  Here comes your source of good fortune and blessings.” 

The moment the Ansaar heard this delightful news, they were overcome with ecstatic joy and in 
unreserved exhilaration, they hastened to welcome him. The entire locality of Bani ‘Amr bin Awf 
reverberated with the cries of Takbeer. 

Approximately three miles (South of) Madinah is a locality called Quba. Here, a few families 
of the Ansaar resided. These inhabitants were predominantly made up of the family of ‘Amr bin 
‘Awf and the chieftain of this family was Kulsoom bin Hadam. When Rasulullah  landed 
at Quba, he put up at the house of Kulsoom bin Hadam whilst Hadhrat Abu Bakr  stayed at 
the house of Khubaib bin Isaaf. The Ansaar would come to him in droves from all around the 
vicinity and with fervent conviction they would present themselves to offer their enthusiastic and 
passionate Salaam. 

After the departure of Rasulullah  from Makkah, Hadhrat Ali  stayed over in 
Makkah for another three days. Once he surrendered the property of the people entrusted to him by 
Rasulullah  just before he set out for Hijrah, Hadhrat Ali  also left Makkah. He 
joined Rasulullah  in Quba and he also put up with Rasulullah  at the house of 
Kulsoom bin Hadam. 

Date of Hijrah 

The day Rasulullah  made his regal presence in Quba during the journey of Hijrah, was 
a Monday and the date was the twelfth of Rabi-ul-Awwal thirteen years after prophethood. 

According to the scholars of Seerah, Rasulullah  left Makkah on Thursday the 
twenty-seventh of Safar. Following his sojourn of three days in the cave of Saur, he left for Madinah 
Munawwarah on Monday, the first of Rabi-ul-Awwal. Travelling on the coastal route, Rasulullah 
 made his august appearance in Quba on Monday afternoon the eighth of Rabi-ul-Awwal.  



The Inception of the Islamic Calendar 

In accordance with the directive of Rasulullah , this day signals the start of the Islamic 
calendar. When Rasulullah  appeared in Madinah Munawwarah, he instructed (the 
Muslims) to use the month of Rabi’ul-Awwal of that year as the launch of the Islamic calendar. 
The more favoured view is that the inception of the Islamic calendar was launched during the 
Caliphate of Hadhrat ‘Umar . Once Hadhrat Abu Musa Ash’ari  wrote to Hadhrat 
‘Umar  saying that although his imperial correspondence reaches him, his letters are all 
undated. Subsequently, in the seventeenth year of Hijrah, Hadhrat ‘Umar  summoned the 
Sahaabah  to discuss the issue regarding the inception of the Islamic calendar. Some of them 
proposed that the day Rasulullah  was blessed with Prophethood should be the day of the 
inception of the Islamic calendar. Others suggested the Hijrah whilst some felt that the date of 
Rasulullah’s  demise should be the inception of this calendar. Finally Hadhrat ‘Umar 
 proposed: “The inception of the Islamic calendar should be the Hijrah because this migration 
was the differentiating factor between truth and falsehood. It was the Hijrah that heralded the 
honour and dominance of Islam.” Everyone unanimously sanctioned this proposal. 

Some of the Sahaabah  suggested that the year commence with the month of 
Ramadhaan. To this Hadhrat ‘Umar  replied: “No, Muharram seems the most appropriate 
month to start the calendar because people generally return from Haj in the month of Muharram.” 
Subsequently, they all agreed to this proposal.  

Imaam Sarakhsi  writes: “When ‘Umar  assembled the Sahaabah  to discuss 
the issue of determining the Islamic calendar, some of the Sahaabah  suggested that the 
inception of the calendar be determined from the day of Rasulullah’s  blessed birth. 
However, Hadhrat ‘Umar  was somewhat averse to this view as this bore a resemblance to 
the practice of the Christians. The Christian calendar commences from the holy birth of Hadhrat 
‘Isa . Some people proposed that the Islamic calendar commence from the demise of 
Rasulullah . Hadhrat ‘Umar  declined to adopt this proposal as well. The demise 
of Rasulullah  was a tragic calamity and a misfortune to befall this Ummah. This is why 
Hadhrat ‘Umar  was disinclined to this proposal. After much debate and deliberation, the 
attendees agreed that the Islamic calendar commence from the Hijrah. Farooq A‘zam (Hadhrat 
‘Umar ) was inclined to this view because Hijrah was the differentiating factor between truth 
(Haq) and falsehood (Baatil). This was when the Sha‘aair (prominent Ibaadaat) like Jumu‘ah and 
‘Eidain were openly observed.  

 


