
The Battle of Hunayn - Shawwaal 8 A.H. 

Hunayn is the name of a place between Makkah and Taa’if where the Hawaazin and Saqeef tribes 
lived. These tribes were very warlike by nature and very good archers. After the conquest of 
Makkah, it crossed the minds of these tribes that Rasulullah  might attack them. They 
therefore conferred with each other and decided to attack the Muslims before they could attack 
them. Their leader, Maalik ibn ‘Auf Nasri left with an army of 20 000 in order to attack the 
Muslims. 

Darid ibn Sammah, although being unable to move about because of his extreme old age, was 
still taken with because of his experience, expertise, and military skills. Moreover, they could 
consult with him on various matters. 

Maalik ibn ‘Auf emphasised upon all the soldiers that each one should bring his wife and 
children with so that he would fight with zeal and no one would leave his wife and children behind 
and flee from the battlefield. When they reached the valley of Autaas, Darid asked about the identity 
of this place. The people replied that it was the valley of Autaas. Darid replied that this place was 
extremely suitable and appropriate for battle. The ground is neither too hard, nor too soft whereby 
the feet would sink in. He then asked: 

 مالي اسمع رغاء البعير ونهاق الحمير ويعار الشاء وبكاء الصغير
“What is this that I hear the sounds of the camels, the braying of asses, the bleating of sheep and 

the crying of children?” 

The people replied that Maalik ibn ‘Auf had instructed them to bring their wives, children, animals, 
etc. so that the people would not flee from the battlefields. On hearing this, Darid said: “This is a 
serious mistake. Do those who are defeated ever take back anything? Nothing but spears and swords 
are of use in battle. If you are defeated, it would be a cause of disgrace and humiliation for all your 
families. It would be better to keep all the families behind the actual army. If we are victorious, we 
would all meet again. If we are defeated, our families will be safe from the attacks of the enemy.” 

However, due to his youthful enthusiasm, Maalik ibn ‘Auf did not give due regard to this 
advice. Instead, he said: “I swear by Allah that I will not change my decision. This person has lost 
his mind due to old age. If the Hawaazin and Saqeef follow my decision, well and good. If not, I 
will commit suicide right now.” All the people replied that they were with him. 

When Rasulullah  heard of these conditions and circumstances, he sent ‘Abdullah 
ibn Abi Hadr to establish and investigate the true situation. ‘Abdullah learnt all the conditions from 
a distant place and returned to inform Rasulullah  of all their military preparations. After 
establishing all the facts, Rasulullah  also made preparations for war. He borrowed 100 
coats of armour from Safwaan ibn Umayyah. 

Rasulullah  left Makkah on the 8th of Shawwaal 8 A.H. with 12000 men and headed 
towards Hunayn. Ten thousand were those devoted followers who joined him from Madinah. Some 
non Muslims also joined him.  

When this fully equipped army of 12000 advanced towards Hunayn, a person remarked: 

 لن نغلب اليوم من قلة
“Today we will not be defeated because of small numbers.” 

This remark, filled with pride and ostentation, was disliked by Allah Ta’ala. In this world of means, 
small numbers are also a cause of defeat. Therefore, on seeing this large number, some Sahaabah 
 made this statement that they will not be defeated because of small numbers. In other words, 
if they are defeated on this occasion, it will not be because of small numbers. Rather it will be 



through the decision of Allah Ta’ala. Victory and help is from Him alone. However, Allah Ta’ala 
did not like this statement of theirs. And instead of victory, they first had to see the face of defeat. 
Allah Ta’ala says in the Holy Qur-aan: 
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 “And on the day of Hunayn when you prided yourselves on your large numbers, but they availed 
you nothing. The earth closed in upon you despite its vastness. You then turned about retreating. 

Allah then sent down His assurance to His Messenger and to the believers, and He sent down 
armies which you did not see, and He punished the disbelievers. Such is the punishment of the 

rejecters.”                  [Surah Taubah, verses 25-26] 

The Muslim army reached the valley of Hunayn on Tuesday evening. The Hawaazin and Saqeef 
tribes were lying in ambush. Maalik ibn ‘Auf had, at the beginning, ordered them to break the 
sheaths of their swords and that when the Muslim army approaches, the entire army of 20 000 
should attack the Muslims at once. When the Muslim army started to cross that area in the darkness 
of the morning, 20 000 swords suddenly attacked them. This completely scattered the Muslim 
army. Only 10-12 loyal and devoted companions remained next to Rasulullah . Abu 
Bakr, ‘Umar, Ali, ‘Abbaas, Fadl ibn ‘Abbaas, Usaamah ibn Zaid  and a few others remained 
at his side. ‘Abbaas  was holding on to the reins of Rasulullah’s  donkey while Abu 
Sufyaan ibn Haaris  was holding on to the stirrup. 

Shaybah ibn ‘Usmaan ibn Abi Talhah said: “Today I will avenge my father from Muhammad.” 
His father was killed in the battle of Uhud. When he advanced towards Rasulullah , he 
immediately fell unconscious and was unable to reach him. He realised that he was prevented by 
Allah from reaching Rasulullah . He embraced Islam later on. 

In short, when the Hawaazin and Saqeef tribes attacked from their places of ambush and began 
raining down arrows on the Muslims from all sides, the Muslims lost their footing. Only the special 
companions of Rasulullah  remained with him. Rasulullah  announced three 
times: “O people! Come towards me. I am the Messenger of Allah. I am Muhammad ibn ‘Abdillah.” 

 أنا ابن عبد المطلب     نبي ال كذبأنا ال
I am the true Prophet. (The promises of help, victory, my protection and defence that have been 
made to me are certainly true. There is no possibility of going back on all this.) I am the son of 

‘Abdul Muttalib. 

‘Abbaas  had a very loud voice. Rasulullah  ordered him to call out to the 
Muhaajireen and the Ansaar. He announced: 

 يا معشر األنصار يا أصحاب السمرة
“O group of Ansaar! O those who had pledged their allegiance beneath the acacia tree.” 

No sooner they heard this call, they all turned and rushed towards Rasulullah  and within 
a few minutes they all rallied around him. Rasulullah  ordered them to attack the 
disbelievers. When the heavy battle commenced and heated up, Rasulullah  took a 
handful of soil and threw it towards the disbelievers and said: 



 شاهت الوجوه
“May these faces be disfigured.” 

It is stated in another narration of Muslim that after throwing the handful of soil, he said: 

 انهزموا ورِبّ محمد
“By the oath of the Sustainer of Muhammad, they are defeated.” 

There was no one to whom some of this soil did not reach. Within a moment, the enemy faltered. 
Many fled the battlefield while many others were captured. 

On the one hand, Rasulullah  threw the handful of soil while on the other hand, the 
brave soldiers of Islam placed their trust solely on the help and assistance of Allah Ta’ala and 
attacked the enemy. Within a few moments the tables turned. Despite their strength and power, the 
soldiers of the Hawaazin tottered and the Muslims began capturing them. Seventy of them were 
killed and numerous others were captured. A huge amount of booty came into Muslim hands.  

Jubayr ibn Mut‘im  narrates: “Even before the defeat and subjugation of the Hawaazin, 
I saw a black sheet descending from the sky and falling between us and our enemies. Black ants 
immediately came out from that sheet and spread throughout the valley. I had no doubt that they 
were angels. No sooner they descended, the enemy was defeated.  

 


