
Invitation to Islam during the days of Haj 

When Rasulullah  realised that the Quraysh are stubbornly clinging onto their aggression, 
he would himself go to the camping-grounds of the pilgrims who would congregate at Makkah 
during the days of Haj and there he would invite them towards Islam. He would advise them to 
support the true religion. He would bid the people towards Tauheed, truth and sincerity. However, 
his uncle Abu Lahab, whose actual name was ‘Abdul-’Uzza bin ‘Abdul-Muttalib would cast aside 
all his other duties and trailing behind Rasulullah , he would proclaim: “People! This 
man wants you to abandon Laat and ‘Uzza. He is tempting you towards Bid‘ah (innovation) and 
misguidance. Don’t ever adhere to what he says.” 

Nonetheless, Rasulullah  presented Islam to a number of tribes inviting them to 
support and aid Islam. Some of them responded encouragingly whilst others reacted harshly and 
unsympathetically. Some of them pledged their support on condition they are appointed vicegerents 
upon his victory. Rasulullah  replied: “That is not in my control. Allah Ta’ala appoints 
whomsoever He wishes.” They retorted: “This is quite strange; we should fight side by side with 
you sacrificing our lives in support of this cause, sticking out our necks, making our chests a target 
of the arrows of the Arabs and when you are triumphant somebody else is appointed your deputy!”   

During this time, Rasulullah  also visited the tribe of Banu Zuhal bin Shaybaan. Abu 
Bakr  and Ali  also accompanied him on this venture. Mafrooq bin ‘Amr and Haani 
bin Qabisah were chieftains of this tribe. Abu Bakr  addressed Mafrooq saying: “Haven’t 
you heard about the prophet-hood of Rasulullah ? Here, this is the Prophet of Allah Ta’ala 
with me.” Mafrooq replied: “Well, I have heard about him.” Addressing Rasulullah , he 
asked: “O Qurayshi brother! What are you inviting people to?” Stepping ahead, Rasulullah 
 answered: “Believe in Allah alone without ascribing any partners unto Him and accept 
me as His Prophet and lend your support to His religion. The Quraysh declined to accept the 
commandment of Allah. They have falsified His Prophet and in their intoxication of falsehood they 
have become independent of the truth. And Allah Ta’ala is the most independent.” In other words, 
this independent being of Allah Ta’ala is absolutely not in need of you embracing Deen. He really 
does not require your support and aid. Yes, if you are concerned about your personal success, 
embrace the truth, accept the divine guidance and repent from falsehood and deviation. 

“Then what do you invite to?” asked Mafrooq. Rasulullah  recited the following 
verses in response: 

ُْش  َم  َربُُّكْم َعلَۡيُكْم  اَّالَ   تََعالَْوا اَتُْل َما َحّرَ
ْ
ْن  قُل ا اَْوَالدَُكۡم ّمِ َيِۡن ِاْحَسانًا  َو َال تَْقتُلُۡوۤ ِ َوا

ْ
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َ
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ْ
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َ
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ْ
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ُكْم ِبٖه لََعّلَُكْم تَْعِقلُۡوَن ﴿اهللاُ  َحّقِ  ٰذلُِكْم َوّصٰ
ْ
 ﴾۱۵۱  ِاّالَ ِبال

“Say (O Muhammad!) Come! I will recite what your Lord has made forbidden over you; that you 
do not ascribe any partner unto Him, favourable relationship with the parents, and that you do 

not kill your children out (of fear) of poverty – We sustain you as well as them – and do not come 
close to evils – whether they are exposed or veiled – and do not kill the being whom Allah has 

forbidden but for a just cause. This is what He has commanded you to do so that you may 
understand.”             [Al-An‘aam verse 151] 

After listening to the recitation of these verses, Mafrooq replied: “By Allah! This is indisputably 
not the word of an earthly being.” 



He further requested: “O Qurayshi brother! What do you summon people to?” Rasulullah 
 responded by reciting the following verses: 
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ۡ
َبْغِي  يَِعُظُكْم  لََعّلَُكْم  ِاّنَ اهللاَ يَا

ْ
ال

ۡوَن ﴿تَ 
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“Verily Allah ordains justice, Ihsaan (performance of good) and giving to the relatives and He 

prohibits evils, repulsive deeds and injustice. He advises you so that you may take heed.” [Surah 
Nahl verse 90] 

With good grace, Mafrooq responded: “By Allah! You have invited towards excellent character 
and outstanding actions but the problem is that I am a bit reluctant to conclude an accord with you 
without consulting my people. I feel it inappropriate to take such steps in their absence. I am 
uncertain about whether they will sanction this accord or not. Furthermore, we fall within the royal 
administrative control of Chosroe. We had assured him that we would not appoint any leader 
without consulting with him first. I am convinced that if we were to enter into any accord with you, 
Chosroe would certainly treat this as an insult to his authority.” 

Delightfully approving of his frankness and truthfulness, Rasulullah  said: “Allah 
Himself is the protector and assistant of His Deen. Those who support the Deen of Allah, soon 
Allah Ta’ala will make them the heirs of the riches and lands of Chosroe.”   

Thereafter Rasulullah , grasping Abu Bakr’s  hand, rose from this meeting 
and proceeded to meet the tribes of Aws and Khazraj of Madinah. (Details of this meeting are 
coming up soon, Insha Allah.) These tribes enthusiastically embraced Islam and pledged their 
unstinting support for the cause of Islam.  

Islam of Iyaas bin Mu‘aaz  

In the same year, Abul-Haysar Anas bin Raaf‘i came to Makkah with a few of his friends in search 
of an ally amongst the Quraysh against the Khazraj tribe. Amongst these youth was a man by the 
name of Iyaas bin Mu’aaz. When Rasulullah  heard of their arrival, he went up to them 
and said: “I will present before you something better than what you have come for.” Abul-Haysar 
and his friends enquired: “What is that?” Rasulullah  replied: “I am the messenger of 
Allah. Allah Ta’ala has commissioned me to summon His servants towards Him and to worship 
Him without ascribing any partner unto Him. Allah Ta’ala has also revealed a book upon me.” 
Rasulullah  then recited a few verses of the Holy Qur-aan and presented them with Islam. 

Iyaas bin Mu’aaz said: “People! This far outweighs what you have come for.” 
Flinging a few pebbles on Iyaas’s face, Abul-Haysar retorted: “We have not come here for 

this.” This silenced Iyaas. Thereafter Rasulullah  rose from the meeting and this group 
returned to Madinah Munawwarah. 

A few days later, Iyaas passed away. As he was breathing his last, words like Laa ilaaha 
illallahu, Allahu Akbar, Subhaanallah and Alhamdulillah were spilling over from his tongue. All 
those who were in attendance heard these words and this left no doubt in their minds that he passed 
away as a Muslim. 

The Inception of Islam in Madinah Munawwarah – 11th Year of Prophethood 

Most of the citizens of Madinah were made up of the Aws and Khazraj tribes who were idol 
worshippers. Living amongst them were Jews as well, who were regarded as people of the book. 
Since the Jews were in the minority in Madinah, whenever they had a conflict with the Aws or 
Khazraj, the Jews would say: “Very soon the final messenger is going to be commissioned to this 



earth. We will follow him. And joining our forces with him, we will destroy you like the people of 
‘Aad and Iram.” 

During the days of Haj a few pilgrims of the Khazraj tribe arrived in Makkah. This was the 
eleventh year of prophethood. Rasulullah  appeared before them inviting them towards 
Islam. He also recited to them a few verses of the Holy Qur-aan. The moment these people laid 
eyes on him they recognised him and addressing one another they exclaimed: “By Allah! This is 
the very same Prophet whom the Jews longingly talk about. Take heed! Let not the Jews beat you 
to this good fortune and virtue.” 

In this very meeting, this group embraced Islam before rising from their seats. They then said: 
“O Prophet of Allah! We have embraced Islam and we believe in you. The Jews and us are always 
at odds with one another. If you permit, may we return and invite them to this religion of Islam as 
well? If they embrace Islam and both of us live in harmony, nobody will be more dear to us than 
you.” (Rasulullah  permitted them to invite them to Islam.) 

These six fortunate men of the Khazraj tribe were: 

1. As‘ad bin Zuraarah  

1. ‘Awf bin Haaris  

2. Raaf‘i bin Maalik  

3. Qutbah bin ‘Aamir  

4. Uqbah bin ‘Aamir  

5. Jaabir bin ‘Abdullah bin Rabaab   

These six personalities took leave from Rasulullah  and returned to Madinah. 
Whomsoever they met they couldn’t help but mention Rasulullah . As a result, in 
Madinah, not a house nor meeting was devoid of the mention of Rasulullah . 

The First Pledge of the Ansaar – 12th year prophethood 

In the following year, which was the twelfth year of prophethood, twelve people came to Makkah 
to meet Rasulullah . Five of them were from the abovementioned six people whilst 
another seven joined them. These seven people are: 

1. Mu’aaz bin Haaris  (brother of ‘Awf bin Haaris ) 

2. Zakwaan bin ‘Abduqays   

3. ‘Ubaadah bin Saamit  

4. Yazeed bin S‘alabah   

5. ‘Abbaas bin ‘Ubaadah bin Nadlah  

6. Abul-Haysam Maalik bin Tayhaan  

7. ‘Uwaym bin Saa‘idah  

On this occasion, Jaabir bin ‘Abdullah bin Rabaab  was not present (although he was present 
on the first occasion as mentioned above). 

These twelve personalities presented themselves before Rasulullah  and at night in 
Mina they pledged their allegiance at the hands of Rasulullah  just near a place called 
‘Aqabah, hence the name of this allegiance, Bay‘atul-‘Aqabah. 



They pledged their allegiance not to ascribe partners unto Allah, to abstain from theft, 
fornication, infanticide, false accusation and slander. This was the foremost allegiance of the 
Ansaar, which is referred to as Bay‘atul-‘Aqabah Al-Ulaa (the first allegiance at ‘Aqabah). 

As this group was returning to Madinah Munawwarah after pledging their allegiance, 
Rasulullah  despatched ‘Abdullah bin Ummu Maktoom  and Mus‘ab bin ‘Umair 
 with them to teach the people of Madinah the Holy Qur-aan and the regulations of Islam. 
When they reached Madinah, they were accommodated in the house of As‘ad bin Zuraarah . 

Mus‘ab bin ‘Umair  would invite the people towards Islam and lead them in Salaah. He 
was their Imaam. One day, as he was delivering a sermon about the magnificence of Islam in front 
of a huge crowd of people, Usaid bin Hudhair, bearing a sword in hand, appeared before him and 
demanded: “What have you come here for? Why are you misleading our women and children? It 
would be better if you left this place!” 

Mus‘ab bin ‘Umair  replied: “Is it possible for you to sit down for a little while and listen 
to what I have to say? If it pleases you, well and good otherwise you may choose to withdraw.” 
Usaid replied: “Very well, this seems quite fair.” He then took a seat. Mus‘ab bin ‘Umair  
portrayed the magnificence of Islam and recited verses of the Holy Qur-aan before him. On hearing 
this, Usaid remarked: 

 ُ  مَا اَْحَسَن هََذا الَْكَالمِ َواَْجمَلَه
“How beautiful and splendid are these words.” 

He then enquired about the process of entering into the fold of Islam. Mus‘ab bin ‘Umair  
replied: “Firstly, you should cleanse your body and clothing. Take a bath. Recite the Kalimah 
Shahaadah and perform Salaah.” 

Usaid right away stood up, cleaned his clothing, took a bath, recited the Kalimah Shahaadah 
and offered two Rakaat of Salaah. He then said: “There is another man – meaning S‘ad bin Mu’aaz, 
the chief of the Aws tribe – who, if he embraces Islam, not a single member of the Aws tribe will 
remain unconverted. Let me go and I will send him to you now.” 

As S‘ad bin Mu’aaz saw Usaid bin Hudhair  approaching, he said: “The Usaid returning 
does not seem like the same Usaid who left from here earlier on.” As he drew closer, S‘ad asked 
Usaid: “What happened?” Usaid replied: “I did not find anything objectionable in his (Mus‘ab’s) 
words.” 

S‘ad bin Mu’aaz was thrown into a fit of rage and wielding his sword, he set out for As‘ad bin 
Zuraarah’s home (the host of Mus‘ab ). 

As he reached him, S‘ad fumed: “If it was not because of your family relationship with me, if 
you were not my cousin I would have sorted you out with this sword. Have you brought this man 
(Mus‘ab) here to deceive the people?” 

Mus’ab replied: “S‘ad, is it possible for you to sit and listen to me for a few moments? If you 
like what you hear you may accept it otherwise you are free to do as you please.” “Okay,” replied 
S‘ad, “what you say is rather fair.” Saying this, he sat down. Mus‘ab presented the magnificence 
of Islam before him and recited a few verses of the Holy Qur-aan to him. He barely heard the verses 
of the Qur-aan when his colour changed. He pleaded: “How do I enter this religion?” 

Mus‘ab  replied: “Firstly, you should cleanse your clothing and take a bath. Recite the 
Kalimah Shahaadah and perform two Rakaat of Salaah.” 

Without more ado, S‘ad got up, took a bath, recited the Kalimah Shahaadah and performed 
two Rakaat of Salaah. 

The moment he was done here, he headed off towards his people. As his people saw him 
coming from a distance, they realised that his colour has changed. There was something different 
about him. As he reached their gathering, S‘ad addressed them saying: “What do you think of me?” 
In one voice they all agreed: “You are our leader. As far as your discretion and good counsel is 



concerned, you are the best amongst us.” S‘ad said: “By Allah! I will never speak to you until and 
unless each one of you believes in Allah and His Rasool .” 

Even before nightfall, not a single man or woman of the Banu ‘Abdul-Ashal tribe was left 
without embracing Islam.  

From the entire tribe of Banu ‘Abdul-Ashal, only one man by the name of ‘Amr bin Thaabit 
who was known as Usayrim was left to embrace Islam. He embraced Islam on the day of Uhud. He 
accepted Islam and immediately set out for the battlefield where he was martyred. On this occasion, 
Rasulullah  issued glad tidings of his entry into Jannah. Hadhrat Abu Hurayrah  
would ask as a riddle: “Show me a person who is a Jannati without even performing a single 
Salaah.”  

When the people failed to answer, he would say: “He is Usayrim from the tribe of Banu Abdul-
Ashal.”  

Second Pledge of the Ansaar – 13th year of prophet-hood 

The following year, which was the thirteenth year of prophet-hood, Mus‘ab bin ‘Umair , in 
the company of a group of Muslims, set out for Makkah with the intention of performing Haj. 
Accompanying these Muslim pilgrims were a number of disbelievers from the Aws and Khazraj 
tribes who had not as yet embraced Islam. Most of the group, which numbered more than four 
hundred, comprised of these people. According to the most popular view, the Muslims numbered 
seventy-five; seventy-three men and two women, who pledged their allegiance at the hands of 
Rasulullah  in the same valley where the very first group had pledged their allegiance. 
This second pledge is referred to Bay‘atul ‘Aqabah Saaniyah (the second pledge of allegiance). 

‘Allaamah Jawzi  says that the people who pledged their allegiance on this occasion 
numbered a few more than seventy five. 

Hadhrat Jaabir  narrates: “For ten long years Rasulullah  would go to meet the 
people in their houses, in the market places and in their social functions. He would invite them 
towards Islam pleading with them: ‘Who will grant assistance to me? Who will support me? Who 
will assist me in conveying the message of my Lord? For him I guarantee Jannah.’ But alas, he 
would return in vain without any support or assistance. 

This continued until such time that Allah Ta’ala sent us from Yasrib to Rasulullah . 
We placed our trust in him and offered him assistance. Everyone of us who appeared before him 
returned as a Muslim. When Islam penetrated almost every home in Madinah, we convened a 
meeting in which we deliberated over the plight of Rasulullah . We thought, for how long 
more are we going to forsake Rasulullah  in this bleak condition? For how long more 
will we observe him anxiously walking about on the mountains of Makkah? 

Nonetheless, from Madinah, seventy of us came to Makkah for Haj that year…….” (up to the 
end of the Hadith). 

When this caravan reached Makkah, they secretly sent a message to Rasulullah  
informing him that they wished to meet him. Rasulullah  promised to meet them during 
the days of Tashreeq (Haj) in the same valley in Mina where the other fortunate pilgrims of 
Madinah had pledged their allegiance the preceding year. 

At the appointed hour, in the company of his uncle Hadhrat ‘Abbaas , Rasulullah 
 met them in the valley of Mina. Although Hadhrat ‘Abbaas  had not as yet 
embraced Islam, he was nonetheless a devoted supporter of Rasulullah . The moment he 
took a seat, Hadhrat ‘Abbaas  addressed the Ansaar saying: “Muhammad () is an 
exceptionally esteemed and well-regarded man in his community. (Although people were 
antagonistic towards Rasulullah’s  Deen but the honour and admiration they cherished 
for him was not accorded to anyone else.) We are his staunch supporters and loyal protectors. He 
wishes to come over to you. If you are capable of providing your loyal support and absolute 



protection to him and you sincerely believe you would remain committed to this unto death, well 
and good otherwise give me an honest answer now.” 

The Ansaar replied: “Okay, we understand what your concerns are.” 
Addressing Rasulullah , they then said: “O Prophet of Allah! Whatever you want 

from us, we are eager to comply. Whatever the demands are of you and Allah, we are enthusiastic 
and you may even take a pledge from us.” 

Rasulullah  replied: “I am inviting you towards Allah.” He then presented them with 
Islam and recited a few portions of the Holy Qur-aan. He then proclaimed: “For Allah, I urge you 
to worship Him Alone and refrain from ascribing any partner unto Him. For my friends, I request 
you to grant us refuge, offer us your protection just as you would protect your own wives and 
children, and that you will obey me in times of bliss and despair, in comfort and adversity, in 
prosperity and in poverty. In every condition you will take heed and abide by my instructions.” 

“What will we get in return,” asked the Ansaar “if we comply?” 
Rasulullah  replied: “Jannah!” (In other words, the eternal bounties of the hereafter.) 
The Ansaar replied: “We accept all your conditions. Come, stretch out your blessed hand, we 

wish to pledge our allegiance.” 
Abul-Haysam bin Tayhaan  anxiously asked: “O Prophet of Allah! I am a bit concerned 

about something. We enjoy some relationships with the Jews. Since we have established a 
relationship with you, the Jews are bound to sever these relationships. Let it not be such that when 
Allah Ta’ala makes you victorious and provides you with assistance, you return to Makkah leaving 
us (floundering) here in Madinah.” Rasulullah  smiled and said: “Never! Your life is my 
life. You are mine and I am yours. Your adversaries are my adversaries and your allies are my 
allies.” 

Upon this, all of them enthusiastically stretched their hands in a pledge of allegiance.  
Hadhrat ‘Abbaas  replied: “The first person to pledge allegiance at the blessed hands of 

Rasulullah  was As‘ad bin Zuraarah (who was the most fortunate). Thereafter Baraa bin 
M‘arur  and then Usaid bin Hudhair .”  

(In order to lend more support and underpin this pledge), ‘Abbaas bin ‘Ubaadah, addressing 
the Khazraj, said: “O people of Khazraj! Do you realise what you are pledging? Bear in mind that 
you are pledging to wage war with the Arabs and the non-Arabs. If you have even an inkling that 
in future, when faced with devastating catastrophes, you would apprehensively abandon this, you 
might as well give up now. By Allah! Giving up then out of fearfulness will be a source of indignity 
in this world as well as the next. If, however, you are prepared to suffer the adversities of the future, 
if you are willing to sacrifice your wealth and lives and you are eager to remain staunch upon this 
pledge, then, by Allah, this will be a source of your success and fortune in this world as well as the 
next.” 

In one voice they all agreed: “Yes, we are pledging our allegiance upon this. We are not 
reluctant to sacrifice our wealth and lives for Rasulullah . Even when faced with danger, 
by Allah, we will never violate this pledge.”   

Assigning Nuqabaa (Leaders) 

When all of them had given their pledge, Rasulullah  said: “Musa  had chosen 
twelve Nuqabaa (leaders) from the Jews. In a similar vein, as per the counsel of Jibraa’eel , 
I also choose twelve leaders from amongst you.” 

He then addressed these leaders saying: “You twelve are representatives of your people just as 
the Hawaariyyeen were the representatives of ‘Isa .”  



Names of the Nuqabaa 

The twelve whom Rasulullah  had elected as the Nuqabaa (leaders) over the Ansaar are 
as follows: 

1. As‘ad bin Zuraarah   

2. ‘Abdullah bin Rawaahah   

3. S‘ad bin Rab‘i   

4. Raaf‘i bin Maalik   

5. Abu Jaabir ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr   

6. Baraa bin Ma‘rur   

7. S‘ad bin ‘Ubaadah   

8. Munzir bin ‘Amr   

9. ‘Ubaadah bin Saamit   

10. Usaid bin Hudhair   

11. S‘ad bin Khaysamah   

12. Rifa’ah bin ‘Abdul-Munzir   

Zuhri says that Rasulullah  addressed the Ansaar saying: “I want to appoint twelve 
leaders from amongst you. None of you should be offended if he is not chosen as a Naqeeb because 
I am obliged to do as I am instructed.” Jibraa’eel  who was seated next to Rasulullah 
 would gesture to the proposed Naqeeb and Rasulullah  would in turn go on 
appointing them.  

The next morning when news of this pledge started spreading in Makkah, the Quraysh came 
to the Ansaar to verify this news. Since there were some disbelievers and idolaters in this caravan 
as well and they were unaware of this pledge, they utterly rejected this as a rumour saying that if 
this had some substance of truth in it, they would have known something.  

After some time, this caravan, comprising of Muslims and non-Muslims alike, left for 
Madinah. Only once they had departed, the Quraysh learnt that the information they received about 
this pledge was authentic. They swiftly despatched some people to give chase but the caravan had 
already covered some distance and they were unable to catch up. They only managed to seize S‘ad 
bin ‘Ubaadah  who was left behind the caravan. They collared him and subjected him to a 
severe beating. Jubair bin Mut‘im  managed to release him from their clutches.  

 


