
Expedition of Muta - Jumaadal-Ula 8 A.H. 

Muta is the name of a place in the the region of Balqa. When Rasulullah  issued written 
invitations to Islam to the kings and rulers of the world, he also wrote to Shurahbeel bin ‘Amr 
Ghassaani. Shurahbeel was the viceroy of the Levant on behalf of Qaysar, the Roman emperor. 
When Hadhrat Haaris bin ‘Umair  reached Muta with Rasulullah’s  letter, 
Shurahbeel got him killed. For this reason, Rasulullah  despatched a three-thousand-
strong force towards Muta in the month of Jumaadul-Ula 8 A.H.  

Rasulullah  appointed Zaid bin Haarisah  as the Ameer (leader) of the army 
and added: “If Zaid  is killed, Ja’far bin Abi Taalib  will be the leader of the army and 
if Ja’far  is killed, ‘Abdullah bin Rawaahah  will be the leader and if ‘Abdullah  
is killed too, the Muslims may appoint as Ameer anyone they deem suitable.”  

This is why this campaign is referred to as the expedition of the ‘army of the leaders’.  
Rasulullah  entrusted a white flag to Zaid bin Haarisah  and instructed: “Go 

to the area in which Haaris bin ‘Umair was martyred and invite the local inhabitants towards Islam. 
If they accept this invitation well and good otherwise seek the divine assistance of Allah and engage 
them in Jihaad.” 

Rasulullah  accompanied this army right up to Saniyatul-Wadaa to bid them 
farewell. At Saniyatul-Wadaa, Rasulullah  halted a little while and offered the following 
words of advice to the army: “At all times, bear in mind Taqwa (Allah-consciousness) and 
righteousness. Always wish well for your companions. Wage Jihaad in the path of Allah with the 
name of Allah against those who disbelieve in Allah. Do not fall into deception nor be guilty of a 
breach of trust. Do not ever kill a child, woman or elderly person.” 

As Rasulullah  was bidding the leaders of this expedition farewell, Hadhrat 
‘Abdullah bin Rawaahah  burst out crying. When asked what made him weep, he replied: 

 وسلم عليه اججلّٰ  صلي اججلّٰ  رسول سمعت ولكني بكم صبابة وال الدنيا حب بي ما ،واججلّٰ  اما

  ﴾مقضيا حتما ربك علي كان اهوارد اال منكم وان﴿ عزوجل اججلّٰ  كتاب من آية قرأي

 الورود بعد بالصدر لي كيف ادري فلست
“Behold! I swear by Allah, it is neither my love for this world nor my fondness for you that makes 

me weep but it is because I heard Rasulullah  recite the following Qur-aanic verse: 

‘There is none of you but he would pass over hell and this has been decisively declared by your 
Lord.’ So I do not know how I will return after passing over hell.” 

As the army was on the point of departing, the Muslims called out to them in dua: “May Allah 
Ta’ala bring you back safe and victorious.” To this, Hadhrat ‘Abdullah bin Rawaahah  replied 
in the following couplets: 

ً مَغۡ الرحمن اسأل لكنني ً َوَضرۡ       فَِرة  الزَّبَدا ِذفُ تَقۡ  غفَرۡ  ذَاتَ  بَة
“I do not aspire to return but I beg the forgiveness of Allah and I hope for a deep sword-wound 

that froths. 

ً َطعۡ او ِ  نَة ً مُۡجهِ  َحّرَانَ  يَديۡب  َكبََداالۡ َشاءَ األحۡ فِذُ تُنۡ بَةبَِحرۡ       زَة
 



or I wish for a wound inflicted by a razor-sharp spear or an arrow that penetrates right through 
my intestines and liver. 

        جدثي على مروا اذا يقال حتى           رشدا  َوقَدۡ  غَازٍ  ِمنۡ  اججلّٰ  َشدَ اَرۡ يَا

(I wish to be wounded) to such an extent that when people pass my grave, they may applaud me 
and say: ‘Ah! Bravo! What a brilliant warrior, what a success he made of his life.” 

As the army was on the verge of leaving, Hadhrat ‘Abdullah bin Rawaahah  came close to 
Rasulullah  and recited the following couplets: 

ُ ِمنۡ َوالَوَجه       نوافِلَه يُحرَمۡ فَمن الرسول انت  القََدرُ  بِه رىاَزۡ فَقَد ه
“You are the divine Messenger. He who is deprived of your blessings and deprived of beholding 

your blessed countenance, destiny has disgraced him. 

ُ  فَثَبَّتَ  ِ تَثۡ     َحَسنٍ  ِمنۡ  تاكا ما اّججلٰ  انُـِصرُوۡ َكالَِّذيۡ  ًرانَـصۡ  وَ  ٰسىمُوۡ تَ يۡ ب
May Allah Ta’ala grant you steadfastness and perseverance like Musa  in all the good He 

has bestowed upon you and may He extend divine assistance towards you like He did for the 
previous Prophets. 

ً  رالَۡخيۡ كَ فِيۡ  تُ تَفَّرَسۡ انّي  انََظرُوۡ الذي كَ فِيۡ  َخالَفَتۡ  فِرَاسةً        نَافِلَة
I have perceived your goodness to be more than ever and this perception of mine contradicts the 

perception of the disbelievers.” 

To this Rasulullah  responded: 

 رواحه ابن يا اججلّٰ  فثبتك وانت
“And you too, O Ibn Rawaahah! May Allah Ta’ala grant you steadfastness too.” 

When Shurahbeel heard of the departure of this army, he amassed more than one hundred thousand 
troops to fight against the Muslims. To lend support to Shurahbeel, the Roman emperor, Heraclius, 
himself landed at Balqa with another hundred thousand troops. When the Muslims landed at Ma‘an, 
they heard that a huge army of two hundred thousand soldiers awaited the three thousand Muslims 
at Balqa. The Mulsim army camped over for two nights at Ma‘an whilst deliberating about what to 
do and the way forward. One group suggested that Rasulullah  be informed about this 
and that the Muslims should await his instructions and reinforcements. To this Hadhrat ‘Abdullah 
bin Rawaahah  commented: 

 بعدد الناس نقاتل وما ادةهالش تطلبون اهايا خرجتم للتي ونهتكر التي ان ،واججلّٰ ! قوم يا

 احد يه فانما فانطلقوا به اججلّٰ  اكرمنا الذي الدين ذاهب اال مهنقاتل ما ،كثرة وال قوة وال

 ادةهش واما ورهظ اما ،نييالحسن
“O people! I swear by Allah that what you seem to abhor is exactly the same martyrdom you set 

out to achieve. We neither fight the disbelievers on the basis of power nor on the strength of 
numbers. Our fighting is solely on the basis of this Deen that Allah has honoured us with. So get 

up and advance because you will attain either one of two good things; either you will be 
triumphant over the disbelievers or you will gain martyrdom.” 



To this, the people replied: “By Allah! Ibn Rawaahah has spoken the truth.” 
Saying this, this committed and devoted group of three thousand men advanced towards Muta 

to engage an army of two-hundred-thousand-strong enemies of Allah Ta’ala. 
As they landed on the battlefield of Muta and both armies confronted one another, Hadhrat 

Zaid bin Haarisah , holding the banner of Islam aloft, stepped out to fight the enemy. He 
continued fighting valiantly until he was martyred. Thereafter, Hadhrat Ja’far , mounted on 
a horse, stepped out with the flag in his hand. When he was completely encircled by the enemy and 
his horse was wounded, he dismounted and cut off his horse’s fetlocks (legs) and taking a 
courageous stance against the enemies of Allah Ta’ala, he continued fighting them. 

Note: He cut off the legs of the horse so that the enemies do not derive any benefit from it. 
As he was engaging the enemy, he would go on reciting the following couplets: 

ُ  َوبَارِدًا طيّبةً        اهتِرَابُ واقۡ الجنةُ  حبذ يا  اهَشراب
“How magnificent and pure is Jannah and its environs! And how cool is its water! 

ٌ        اهعذاب قددنا رومٌ  والرومُ  ٌ  كافرة ُ اَنۡ بعيدة  اهَساب
As for the Romans, their divine chastisement has drawn close. They are disbelievers and their 

lineage is distant from ours. (In other words, they do not enjoy any family relationship with us.) 

ُ قَيۡ ال اِذۡ يّ عل  اهِضرَابُ  اهت
When they confront me, I am obliged to strike them.” 

As he was fighting, his right hand was chopped off. He then held the flag with his left hand. When 
the enemy lopped off his left hand too, he took the flag to his bosom until he too was martyred. In 
compensation, Allah Ta’ala bestowed him with a pair of wings with which he soars with the angels 
in Jannah. 

‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar  narrates that when Hadhrat Ja’far’s  body was located, he 
had more than ninety arrow and sword wounds on his body and every one of them was at the front 
of his body. He had not a single wound on the back of his body. 

After the martyrdom of Hadhrat Ja’far , Hadhrat ‘Abdullah bin Rawaahah  
assumed control of the flag and advanced towards the enemy. He was mounted on a horse. For a 
few moments, he was stricken with misgivings of his Nafs. He addressed his Nafs and recited the 
following couplets: 

 عَنَّهۡ  لَتَُطاوِ  اَوۡ ةً هكار       لَتَنۡزِلنَّهۡ  ُس نَفۡ يَا تُ اَقَۡسمۡ 
“O Nafs! I swear that you will dismount from the horse and engage the enemies of Allah whether 

you like it or not. 

 الجنَّه نَ هِيۡ رتَكۡ اراكِ  مَالِي     الرنَّهۡ وَشّدُوا الناُس  لَبَ اَجۡ اِنۡ
If the people are screaming and lamenting, (let them do so). Why is it that I observe you 

harbouring an aversion towards Jannah? (In other words, why are you not advancing speedily? 
The fact that you are faltering in going forward is an indication of your aversion towards 

Jannah. He said this merely to censure himself.) 

نُطۡ تِ اَنۡ  لۡ ه       مُۡطمَئِنَّهۡ تِ كُنۡ قَدۡ  طالما قَدۡ ٌ اّالَ  َشنَّهۡ فِيۡ فَة
You (O Nafs!) were always at ease. What happened to you now? You were nothing but a droplet 

of spermatic fluid in the uterus. (You are wavering just for this insignificant droplet?) 



 تَصليۡ قَدۡ الموتِ  ِحمَامُ  َذاه       تَُموۡتِيۡ تَلِيتُقۡ اِالَّ  ُس نَفۡ يَا
O Nafs! Even if you are not killed today, you are inescapably going to die one day. This is the 

inevitable destiny of the process of death. 

َ فِعۡ عَلِيۡتَفۡ اِنۡ      تاُعِۡطيۡ فَقَدۡ تِ تَمَنَّيۡ  َومَا  تهُِديۡ  مَاهل
What you had desired is now available to you (and that is the opportunity of martyrdom in the 
path of Allah). If you accomplish the feats of those two people (Zaid  and Ja’far ), 

then you will be well-guided.” 

Saying this, he alighted from his horse. His cousin (father’s brother’s son) offered him a meat-bone 
saying: “Why don’t you suck on this. Get some energy to fight. You are starving for a number of 
days now.” 

Ibn Rawaahaha  took the bone and he sucked on it just once and threw it aside 
exclaiming: “O Nafs! People are engaged in Jihaad and you are busy with worldly pursuits.” He 
then took hold of his sword and advanced onto the battlefield. He continued fighting gallantly until 
he was martyred and the banner of Islam fell from his hand. At once, Saabit bin Akhram  
took hold of the banner and addressed the Muslims thus: “O Muslims! Appoint an Ameer over 
you.” The people responded: “You are our Ameer. We are pleased with you as our Ameer.” Saabit 
 commented: “I am incompetent in this field.” Saying this, he thrust the flag into the hands 
of Khaalid bin Waleed  and remarked: “You are well-acquainted with the art of war.” 

Khaalid bin Waleed  was a bit reluctant to accept the post of Ameer but all the Muslims 
unanimously agreed to this appointment. Clutching the banner of Islam, Hadhrat Khaalid bin 
Waleed  advanced against the enemy and with great courage and dynamic dauntlessness, he 
fought the enemies of Allah. 

Hadhrat Khaalid bin Waleed  himself narrates: “In the battle of Muta whilst engaging 
the enemy, nine swords were broken at my hands. Only a single Yemeni sword remained in my 
hands.” 

On the second day of the battle, Hadhrat Khaalid  altered the plan of battle. He changed 
the vanguard with the rear guard whilst switching the right flank with the left flank. On noticing 
this modification in the ranks, the enemy was struck with fear. They assumed that more 
reinforcements arrived to bolster the Muslims. 

Ibn S‘ad Abu ‘Aamir  narrates: “When Khaalid bin Waleed  launched an attack 
against the Roman forces, he crushed them so severely that never before have I witnessed such an 
astounding defeat. The Muslims were able to swipe their swords wherever they wished to.” 

They also came into possession of some spoils of war. Following the crushing defeat of the 
Romans, Hadhrat Khaalid bin Waleed  did not deem it appropriate to pursue them any further 
and together with his relatively small group of men, he returned to Madinah Munawwarah. 

In this battle, twelve Muslims were martyred. They are: 

1. Zaid bin Haarisah  

2. Ja’far bin Abi Taalib  

3. ‘Abdullah bin Rawaahah  

4. Mas’ood bin Aws  

5. Wahab bin S‘ad  

6. ‘Abbaad bin Qays  



7. Haaris bin Nu’maan  

8. Suraaqah bin ‘Umar  

9. Abu Kulaib bin ‘Amr  

10. Jaabir bin ‘Amr  

11. ‘Amr bin S‘ad bin Haaris  

12. ‘Aamir bin S‘ad bin Haaris  

As these warriors of Islam were being martyred on the battlefield of Muta, Allah Ta’ala, in His 
absolute power, made it possible for Rasulullah  to witness these events unfolding on the 
battlefield of Shaam whilst he was sitting in Madinah Munawwarah. All intervening veils between 
him and the battlefield were raised. Rasulullah  assembled the Sahaabah  by 
announcing: “As-Salaatu Jaami‘ah”. When the Sahaabah  were assembled, Rasulullah 
 ascended the mimbar and the battlefield was laid bare before him. He said: “Zaid has 
taken the flag of Islam in his hand and he fought the disbelievers until he was martyred and he 
entered Jannah. After Zaid, Ja’far took the flag and he also fought the enemies of Allah valiantly 
until he was martyred and he too entered Jannah. He is now soaring with the angels in Jannah with 
the aid of his two wings.” 

“Thereafter ‘Abdullah bin Rawaahah snapped up the flag.” 

Saying this, Rasulullah  observed silence and for some time this silence continued. 
On noticing this, the Ansaar were beset with apprehension and signs of anxiety became apparent 
on their faces. They guessed that perhaps ‘Abdullah bin Rawaahah  did something unseemly 
which led to Rasulullah’s  silence. 

Following a short silence, Rasulullah  continued: “Now ‘Abdullah bin Rawaahah 
 has also engaged the disbelievers. He also fought gallantly until he was martyred. All three 
of them were raised into Jannah and all three are relaxing on golden thrones. However, I noticed 
that the throne of ‘Abdullah bin Rawaahah  is unsteady and shaking. When I enquired the 
reason for this, I was informed that ‘Abdullah bin Rawaahah  was overcome with reluctance 
before he engaged the enemy. Only after this slight hesitancy did he step ahead and fight whilst his 
companions, Zaid and Ja’far engaged the enemy without a trace of reluctance.” Another narration 
describes this thus: “Thereafter the banner was taken up by ‘Abdullah bin Rawaahah. He was 
martyred and he entered Jannah with a bit of resistance (or hesitancy).” This caused the Ansaar a 
great deal of sorrow. One of them asked: “What is the reason for this?” Rasulullah  
replied: “When ‘Abdullah was wounded on the battlefield, (due to innate human disposition) he 
became a bit sluggish but he promptly admonished himself, valiantly advanced against the enemy, 
became a martyr and entered Jannah.” This statement of Rasulullah  did away with the 
anguish of the Ansaar. 

Whilst Rasulullah  was describing this scene of the battlefield, his eyes were 
brimming with tears. He then added: “After them, a ‘sword of the swords of Allah’ (Khaalid bin 
Waleed) has taken hold of the flag of Islam. He fought until Allah Ta’ala granted the Muslims 
victory.” 

According to another narration, Rasulullah  said: 

 اججلّٰ  سيف سمي يومئذ فمن ،تنصره فانت سيوفك من سيف انه مهالل
“O Allah! He (Khaalid) is a sword from amongst Your swords. You alone can assist him.” From 

that day onwards, he was called Saifullah (the sword of Allah). 



When Hadhrat Abu Bakr  assigned Hadhrat Khaalid  to fight the renegades, as he was 
handing over the banner of leadership to Khaalid , he commented: 

 بن خالد العشيرة واخو عبداججلّٰ  نعم: يقول وسلم عليه اججلّٰ  صلي اججلّٰ  رسول سمعت اني

 الكفار على اججلّٰ  سله! اججلّٰ  سيوف من سيف الوليد
“I heard Rasulullah  say: ‘What a pleasant servant of Allah and what an amiable 

brother of the tribe is Khaalid bin Waleed, a sword from the swords of Allah. Allah Ta’ala has 
unsheathed him against the disbelievers.’” 

After narrating this sorrowful incident, Rasulullah  proceeded to the house of Hadhrat 
Ja’far . He called his children and as Rasulullah  was patting them with his blessed 
hands over their heads, his eyes were flowing with tears. Hadhrat Ja’far’s  wife, Hadhrat 
Asma bint ‘Umais  realised that something was amiss. She enquired: “O Rasulullah 
! May my parents be sacrificed for you. Why are you crying? Have you heard something 
about Ja’far  and his companions?” Rasulullah  replied: “Yes, today he was 
martyred.” 

Hadhrat Asma bint ‘Umais  relates: “The moment I heard this distressing news, a 
piercing shriek escaped my lips. A number of women gathered around me (to comfort and console 
me).” 

Rasulullah  then returned to his house and asked his family to prepare meals for the 
household of Ja’far  as they were afflicted with grief. This incident had a profound effect on 
Rasulullah  as well. Saddened by this heartbreaking incident, Rasulullah  
stayed for three days in the Masjid.  

On their return from Muta, as Hadhrat Khaalid bin Waleed  and his companions neared 
Madinah, Rasulullah  and the Muslims came out to give them a warm welcome. 

 


