
The Battle of Tabuk - Rajab 9 A.H. 

The Christian Arabs had written to Heraclius, the king of Rome, that Muhammad () 
passed away and that the people were dying because of the drought that they were experiencing. It 
was therefore a very appropriate time to attack the Arabs. Heraclius immediately issued the order 
for preparations. A fully equipped army of 40 000 was prepared.  

The traders of Syria frequented Madinah to sell olive oil. Rasulullah  learnt from 
them about this army and that the front of the army had already reached Balqa’, and that Heraclius 
already distributed the entire year’s wage to the soldiers.  

On hearing all of this, Rasulullah  issued the order that preparations should be made 
immediately so that they could reach the border of the enemy lines and fight them. The border was 
Tabuk. The distant journey, the hot weather, the drought, the poverty, the lack of resources, etc. 
were such impediments that on hearing this order to prepare for Jihaad, the hypocrites, who claimed 
to be Muslims, feared that they will now be exposed. In order to save themselves, they began saying 
among themselves and to others as well: 

ۡو تَنۡ  الَ 
ُ

  يِف  اِفر
ۡ
 َحّر ال

“Do not go out in such heat.” 

One joker said: “People know that I become excited when I see beautiful women. I fear that if I 
were to see the beautiful women of the Romans, I would fall into temptation.”  

On the other hand, the sincere Muslims immediately followed the orders of Rasulullah 
 and began their preparations. Abu Bakr  was the first person to bring all his wealth 
and present it before Rasulullah . The wealth that he brought amounted to 4000 dirhams. 
Rasulullah  asked him: “Did you leave anything behind for your family?” He replied: “I 
left Allah and His Messenger for them.” ‘Umar  presented half of his entire wealth. ‘Abdur 
Rahmaan ibn ‘Auf  presented 200 ounces of silver. ‘Aasim ibn ‘Adiyy  presented 70 
loads of dates.  

‘Usmaan  presented 300 fully laden camels and 1000 dinars. On seeing all this, 
Rasulullah  became extremely pleased with him. He continued passing his hands through 
the coins saying: “After this great deed, no deed can harm ‘Usmaan. O Allah! I am pleased with 
‘Usmaan. You also be pleased with him.”  

Most of the Sahaabah  offered their help in accordance with their financial position. 
Despite all this, the riding animals and the provisions for the journey were not enough. A few 
Sahaabah  came to Rasulullah  and said to him: “O Messenger of Allah! We are 
totally helpless. If some arrangements for riding animals could be made, we will not be deprived 
of this great opportunity (of joining you on this jihaad).” Rasulullah  replied: “I have no 
riding animals with me.” On hearing this, they went back crying. Allah Ta’ala revealed the 
following verse in this regard: 

يۡ َال ّوَ  ِ َ ّ َ ا  اِ  َن  َع
ۤ
ْ اَ   ذَا َما ُ  تَْوَك لَِتْحِملَ

ۤ
َت َال

ْ
 اَ    قُل

ۤ
ْ ْعيُ اَ  ّوَ  ا تََولَّۡو   هِ ْحِملُُكْم َعلَيۡ اَ   ِجُد َما ُ َْمِع َحَزنًا ُض  تَِفيۡ ُن ّ ِمَن ا

ؕ  نَ ِفُقۡو نۡ ا َما يُ ِجُدۡو  يَ ّالَ اَ  ﴿۹۲﴾ 
“Nor (is there a way of reproach) against those who came to you so that you may provide them 
with conveyances and you said: ‘I do not have anything upon which I could convey you.’ They 



turned away, their eyes flowing with tears out of sorrow that they do not have that which they 
could spend.” [Surah Taubah, verse 92] 

When ‘Abdullah ibn Mughaffal  and Abu Layla ‘Abdur Rahmaan ibn Ka‘b  went back 
crying from Rasulullah , they met Yaameen ibn ‘Amr Nadri on the way. On seeing them 
crying, he asked them the reason for this. They replied: “Neither does Rasulullah  have 
riding animals for us nor do we possess the means to prepare for the journey. We are extremely sad 
over the fact that we will be deprived of taking part in this battle.” On hearing this, Yaameen was 
overcome with compassion. He immediately purchased a camel and made arrangements for the 
provisions for the journey.  

When the Sahaabah  were ready to depart, Rasulullah  left Muhammad ibn 
Maslamah Ansaari  in charge and appointed him as the governer of Madinah. He also left 
Ali  in order to see to his family and take care of them. Ali  said to Rasulullah 
: “O Messenger of Allah! You are leaving me with the women and children!” Rasulullah 
 replied: “Are you not pleased over the fact that you are to me just as Haroon  was 
to Musa ? However, there is no Prophet after me.”   

Rasulullah  eventually departed from Madinah at the head of an army of 30 000 in 
which there were 10 000 horses.  

On the way, they had to pass that place in which the punishment of Allah Ta’ala had afflicted 
Samud. When passing this place, Rasulullah  was affected so greatly, that he covered his 
face and urged his camel to move faster. He emphasised on the Sahaabah  that no one should 
go to this place of wrongdoers. No one should drink water from there and no one should perform 
wudhu with the water of that place. They should merely pass by that place crying out to Allah 
Ta’ala. He ordered that those who had mistakenly taken water from there or used that water in their 
flour should throw that water away and feed that flour to their camels.  

On reaching a place called Hijr, Rasulullah  advised the Sahaabah  not to 
travel alone (they should move about in groups). Coincidentally, two persons went out alone. One 
of them suffered from suffocation. Rasulullah  blew on him and he was cured. The other 
was carried by the winds and thrown onto the mountains of Tayy. He returned to Madinah after 
quite some time. 

When the Muslims continued futher, there was no water. They were greatly distressed by this. 
Rasulullah  made dua to Allah Ta’ala. He sent down rain which quenched everyone. 
When they continued on their journey, Rasulullah’s  camel got lost. A hypocrite who 
was with them said: “You bring to us information from the heavens (i.e. divine revelation) but you 
do not even know where your camel is.” 

Rasulullah  replied: “I take an oath in the name of Allah Ta’ala that I have no 
knowledge of anything except that which Allah Ta’ala teaches me. Nonetheless now, by the 
inspiration of Allah Ta’ala, I have learnt that my lost camel is in such and such valley. Its bridle 
got caught to a branch and it therefore cannot move forward.” A few Sahaabah  went and 
brought this camel.  

About a day or so before reaching Tabuk, Rasulullah  informed the Sahaabah  
that they would reach the spring of Tabuk by mid-morning the following day. No person should 
use any water from that spring. When they reached that spring, water was dripping from it, drop by 
drop. After much toiling, they were able to gather a container of water. Rasulullah  
washed his hands and face with that water and then returned the water to the spring. No sooner he 
did this and it began gushing forth with water. The entire army used as much as they needed. 
Rasulullah  addressed Mu’aaz ibn Jabal  saying: “If you remain alive, you will see 
this land green and lush with orchards.” This fountain is gushing forth till today and you can hear 
the gushing of the water from quite a distance.  



Rasulullah  remained in Tabuk for twenty days but no one came to wage battle 
against him. However, his coming here was not in vain. It was a source of intimidation for the 
enemy. The surrounding tribes came and submitted before him. The leaders from Jarba, Adhruh 
and Aylah came to him and agreed to make peace and pay jizyah. Rasulullah  ordered 
that a peace treaty be written and signed, and he gave it to them. 

It was from this place that Rasulullah  despatched Khaalid ibn Waleed  with 
400 horsemen towards Akidar who was acting on behalf of Heraclius as the governor of Dumat al-
Jandal. When he was departing, Rasulullah  said to Khaalid ibn Waleed : “You 
will find him hunting. Do not kill him. Rather, capture him and bring him to me. If he refuses, you 
may kill him.” Khaalid ibn Waleed  reached on a moon-lit night. It was summer. Akidar and 
his wife were sitting outside on the balcony of the fortress listening to some singing. Suddenly a 
nilgai (type of buck) came and knocked into the fortress. Akidar, his brother and a few other 
relatives immediately came down to hunt this animal. They mounted their horses and gave chase. 
They had just moved a little when Khaalid ibn Waleed  reached there. Akidar’s brother, 
Hassaan, engaged in combat with Khaalid  and was killed. As for Akidar who was in chase 
of an animal was now himself hunted by Khaalid . The latter said to him: “I can give you 
refuge from being killed provided you agree to come with me to the Messenger of Allah 
.” Akidar agreed to this. Khaalid  took him to Rasulullah . He agreed to 
a peace treaty with Rasulullah  after paying him 2000 camels, 800 horses, 400 coats of 
armour, and 400 spears.  

After remaining there for 20 days, Rasulullah  returned from Tabuk to Madinah. 


