
Those who remained behind 

When Rasulullah  left for Tabuk, the sincere and devoted believers joined him. A group 
of hypocrites did not join him. A few sincere believers also remained behind. They did not do so 
out of hypocrisy but because of some excuse. 

Abu Zarr Ghifaari  had a camel that was weak and thin. He felt that when this camel eats 
and drinks and is able to undertake such a journey, he will depart after a few days. When he lost 
hope in his camel recovering, he loaded his goods onto his back and began walking. In this way, 
he reached Tabuk all alone. On seeing him, Rasulullah  said: “May Allah shower His 
mercy on Abu Zarr. He is coming all alone, he will die alone and he will be raised alone.” 
Eventually, this is what happened. He passed away all alone at a place called Rabdhah. There was 
no one to enshroud and bury him. Coincidentally, ‘Abdullah ibn Mas’ood  was returning 
from Kufah. He enshrouded and buried him. 

Abu Khaysamah  said: “Rasulullah  left for Tabuk whilst I remained in 
Madinah. It was extremely hot. One afternoon, my family sprinkled water around the hut and 
brought me cold water and food. On seeing all these (comforts) before me, my conscience pricked 
me and I thought to myself that this is totally unfair that Rasulullah  is in the intense heat 
and the hot desert winds while I am sitting here in the shade and enjoying myself in these comforts. 
I immediately got up, took some dates, mounted my camel and left with great speed. When I saw 
the army before me, Rasulullah  recognised me from a distance and said to the Sahaabah 
 that Abu Khaysamah is coming. I presented myself before Rasulullah  and 
narrated my story to him. He made dua in my favour.”  

The following three personalities were also among the Muslims who remained behind: Ka‘b 
ibn Maalik , Muraarah ibnur Rabi‘  and Hilaal ibn Umayyah . 

Imaam Bukhaari  narrates the story of Ka‘b ibn Maalik  as follows. Ka’b  
relates, “Rasulullah  departed while I was still making preparations for the journey. I 
thought to myself that once I have all my goods ready, I will depart in a day or two and catch up 
with Rasulullah . I delayed in this regard whilst the caravan had covered quite a distance. 
No one remained in Madinah except a few hypocrites and a few people who were excused (due to 
valid reasons). When I used to look at this, I would feel saddened. When Rasulullah  
returned from Tabuk, the hypocrites went and offered false excuses to him. Rasulullah  
accepted their excuses outwardly and left the condition of their hearts to Allah Ta’ala. 

Ka‘b ibn Maalik  says: I made a firm determination that I will never remain behind from 
participating in a battle and then speak lies to Rasulullah . Therefore, when Rasulullah 
 returned, I presented myself before him and greeted him. He turned away from me. I 
said: ‘O Prophet of Allah! Why are you turning away from me? I take an oath by Allah that I am 
not a hypocrite, I am not in any doubt, nor have I renegaded from Islam.’ He asked: ‘Why did you 
remain behind?’ I replied: ‘O Messenger of Allah! If I was sitting before some worldly leader, I 
could have made up some story and saved myself from his anger. However, you are the Messenger 
of Allah. Even if I were to lie to appease you, it is possible that Allah Ta’ala will cause you to 
become angry at me. If I speak the truth to you, despite earning your anger, I hope that Allah Ta’ala 
will forgive me by His grace. The fact of the matter is that I have no excuse. I am at fault.’ 
Rasulullah  said: ‘This person has spoken the truth. You may wait until Allah Ta’ala 
reveals some order concerning you.’ In a like manner Muraarah ibn Rabi‘  and Hilaal ibn 
Umayyah  went to Rasulullah  and admitted their faults. Rasulullah  
ordered that no one should speak to us for 50 days. Consequently, everyone stopped speaking to 
us. Our friends, relatives and beloved ones all seemed like strangers to us. My two friends 
(Muraarah and Hilaal) remained in their homes because of weakness and spent their days and nights 



crying. On the other hand, I was young. I used to attend the congregational Salaah. Fifty days 
passed in these difficult and trying circumstances. This continued to such an extent that this earth 
seemed constricted before us. My greatest worry was that if I were to pass away during this period, 
Rasulullah  and the Muslims would not even offer the Janaazah Salaah for me. After fifty 
days, I heard this announcement from Mt. Sila‘: ‘O Ka‘b! Take glad tidings.’ 

‘No sooner I heard this announcement, I fell into sajdah and realised that the difficulty has now 

been removed. Rasulullah  had announced that our repentance had been accepted. People 
came from all directions in order to congratulate me and my two friends. The people were saying 
to me: ‘May Allah’s acceptance of your repentance be blessed.’ When the person who gave the 
glad tidings came to me, I immediately removed my garment and gave it to him. I then presented 
myself before Rasulullah . He was sitting in the Masjid. The moment I stepped into the 
Masjid, Talhah ibn ‘Ubaydillah  came running towards me, embraced me and congratulated 
me. No one else stood up. By Allah, I will never forget this act of Talhah. Rasulullah’s  
face was beaming like the full moon. I greeted him and he said: 

 أمك ولدتك منذ عليك مر يوم بخير أبشر
‘Take glad tidings with the best day that you experienced ever since your mother gave birth to 

you.’ 

Without doubt, the day on which Ka‘b ibn Maalik  embraced Islam was the best day in his 
life. However, this day was even better because it was on this day that Allah accepted his 
repentance. It was this acceptance that put a seal on his Imaan and his sincerity forever. The 
following verses were revealed: 

ِّ  تَّاَب اهللاُ  لََقۡد  ِ َ الّنَ ُمٰه  َو  َع
ْ
َ  َن َو ِريۡ جِ ال

ۡ
يۡ نۡ اال ِ َ ّ ۃِ  َساَعةِ  ِيفۡ  ھُ َن اتََّبُعۡو َصاِر ا

َ
ُعْسر

ْ
ٍق فَِريۡ  ُب غُ قُلُۡو ِزيۡ  بَْعِد َما َكادَ يَ ِمن  ال

 ْ ُ ْن ْ  ثُّمَ تَاَب َعلَيۡ ّمِ ْ  نَّهٗ  اِ  ِ ِ ِحيۡ ۡو ءُ  َر ِب لٰ ّوَ   ﴾ۙ ۱۱۷﴿ مٌ ٌف ّرَ َ الّثَ يۡ  َثةِ َع ِ َ ّ ُفۡو ا ّ  اَن ُخّلِ ُ ذَا َضاقَْت َعلَيۡ  اِ  َح ِ َ
ۡ

ْرُض ِبَما  اال

ۡ َرُحَبْت َوَضاقَْت َعلَيۡ  ْ نۡ اَ  ِ ُ َجاَ ّالَ  نۡ ا اَ  َوَظّنُۡوۤ ُفُس
ْ
 اِ  َن اهللاِ مِ   َمل

ۤ
ْ  ثُّمَ تَاَب َعلَيۡ  هِ لَيۡ  اِ ّالَ اُب هُ  ّنَ اهللاَ  اِ  ابُۡو ُتۡو  لِيَ ِ ّوَ َو الّتَ

ِحيۡ  يۡ   ﴾٪ ۱۱۸﴿ مُ الّرَ ِ َ ّ َ ا َمَع الّصٰ نُۡو َوُكۡو  َمُنوا اتَُّقوا اهللاَ َن ٰا ياَيَُّها ا
ۡ

 ﴾۱۱۹﴿ ِدقِني
 “Allah turned in kindness to the Prophet, and the Emigrants and the Helpers who stood by the 
Prophet in the hour of distress, after the hearts of a group of them were on the point of turning. 

He then turned again in kindness to them. Surely He is kind and merciful to them. And (He turned 
in kindness) to those three persons who were kept behind until the land became constricted upon 
them, despite its vastness, and their own lives became constricted upon them and they realised 
that there was no refuge from Allah except towards Him. He then turned in kindness to them so 

that they may return. Surely Allah alone is kind, merciful. O believers! Continually fear Allah and 
remain with the truthful.” [Surah Taubah, verses 117-119] 

I said to Rasulullah : ‘O Messenger of Allah! I intend giving all my wealth in charity in 
appreciation for the acceptance of my repentance.’ He said: ‘Don’t give all, keep some for 
yourself.’ I kept the share which I received from Khaybar and gave the rest in charity. I said to 
Rasulullah : ‘O Messenger of Allah! It is solely because of my truth that Allah Ta’ala 
saved me. In order to perfect my repentance, I will speak nothing but the truth for as long as I live.’”  

 


