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   ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘ood (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) says: “I came to Makkah Mukarramah
accompanying my uncles with the intention of buying ‘itr (perfume). We were directed to the
uncle of Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam), ‘Abbaas (radhiyallahu ‘anhu), who was an ‘itr
merchant. While seated with him at the well of Zam-Zam, something suddenly caught my
attention. A man entered from the door of Safa. He was fair in complexion with a tinge of
redness. His hair was long and wavy. He had a thick beard, outstanding eyes, and his blessed
teeth were shining. In a nut shell he looked liked a full moon. Alongside him was a young boy. A
woman who had concealed her beauty was following them
. All of them came (into the Haram), made tawaaf of the house of Allah Ta‘ala, and then
worshipped Allah Ta‘ala in a unique manner. This was the first time we had witnessed such a
manner of worship. So we asked ‘Abbaas (radhiyallahu ‘anhu): ‘Is this some new religion?’
‘Abbaas (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) replied: ‘This is my nephew Muhammad (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam), the young boy is ‘Ali (radhiyallahu ‘anhu), and the woman is Khadeejah (radhiyallahu
‘anha). They are the only three people on the surface of the earth who are worshipping Allah
Ta‘ala in this way.’” (Majma‘uz Zawaaid #15267)

      

   Lesson: The first impression that ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘ood (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) had of Islam in
those early days was that Islam is a religion that emphasises upon a woman to conceal her
beauty. This is one of the things that caught the attention of ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘ood (radhiyallahu
‘anhu). Hence he specifically mentioned this.

  

   Alas, what has become the condition of the Ummah generally, and in particular, the conduct
of many people in the Haram Shareef. Among the aspects of severe disrespect in the Haram is
the loose and immoral behaviour exhibited by many people. Women no longer cover their faces.
In fact often their hair is even exposed. The actual requirement is that a woman should be
observing hijaab and covering her face whenever she is in front of strange men. However, if she
is not practising this, then the bare minimum will be that when visiting the blessed places of
Makkah Mukarramah and Madeenah Munawwarah she should cover her face and observe strict
hijaab. Insha-Allah through the blessing of her respecting these blessed lands, Allah Ta‘ala will
bless her with the ability to continue with this even when she returns home. Many women’s lives
changed in this very manner, that out of respect for the sanctity of the Haram Shareef they
observed hijaab, but then continued to do so after returning home from the mubaarak lands.
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