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   Allah Ta‘ala is Watching

  

   After removing the filth, rust, and dust, the internal decor must commence. The purpose of
fasting is to decorate the heart with taqwa – the fear of Allah Ta‘ala and the constant awareness
that “ALLAH TA‘ALA IS WATCHING”. While fasting one refrains from all eating and drinking
even if one is very hungry and thirsty. Why? Simply because it is the command of Allah Ta‘ala
... and ALLAH TA‘ALA IS WATCHING ... and ALLAH TA‘ALA KNOWS. Likewise, no more
shameless dressing, harbouring ill-feelings, illicit chatting, gambling, zina, looking at haraam,
etc., because ... ALLAH TA‘ALA IS WATCHING ... ALLAH TA‘ALA KNOWS. Taqwa also
requires the fulfilment of all the obligations of deen, salaah, zakaat, fasting, haj, etc. The heart
with taqwa indeed is a billion times more sparkling and impressive in the sight of Allah Ta‘ala
than the most expensive decor that money can buy!!!

      

   Decorate the Heart 

  

   Ramadhaan is also a month to decorate the heart with various other important trimmings and
accessories. Ramadhaan is a month of patience and compassion. Therefore, paint the heart in
the soft shades of patience. Tint it with the colour of tolerance. Give the heart an elegant look by
draping it with compassion. With patience and compassion we can change the world around us.
Patience will help us to be obedient to Allah Ta‘ala as well as to be content. Compassion will
enable us to feel the suffering of millions of people around us and make us do something to
reduce their pain. The millions squandered in wasteful and even forbidden things will then easily
and happily be channelled to the poor and needy.

  

   Together with the above, the beautiful trimmings of humility, generosity, forgiveness, etc. have
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to be included in this heart to make it truly shine. It will shine in the sight of Allah Ta‘ala and His
angels. It will sparkle on the day one passes away -- that day when we will be removed from the
shining car, the magnificently decorated home, the glittering jewellery and all the other
trimmings and accessories. It will shine on the Day of Judgement – when all our beloved
possessions of this world would have long become dust.

  

   This Ramadhaan let us not waste much time in acquiring glittering garments, dazzling
jewellery and shining shoes to decorate ourselves for ‘Eid. While cleanliness and neatness are
essential on the outside, the greatest effort must be made to decorate the inside – the heart.  

  

   May Allah Ta‘ala enable us to truly adorn and decorate our hearts, aameen.
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