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   Sometimes there is the sudden arrival of an unexpected guest at our front door. He takes us
by surprise. Then we have a guest who sends us an everyday reminder that he is coming on so
and so date. Accordingly, the necessary preparations will be made to receive him. Now imagine
if we were to be informed that our request to host the president has been accepted. We would
indeed take it as a token of real honour, since there were many others who had the same desire
as ours. Thus to express our appreciation, we would make all out preparations in order to make
the stay of our special guest a comfortable one. Extra care will be taken in cleaning and
beautifying our home. Anything that requires fixing or replacing will be attended to.

      

   Ramadhaan is that special guest. It not only reminds us well in advance of its arrival, but
rather for two consecutive months we have been inviting Ramadhaan, by supplicating to Allah
Ta‘ala that he allows us to reach the blessed month of Ramadhaan. There are those who pass
away and never get to experience Ramadhaan. Then there are those unfortunate ones, who
give Ramadhaan a half-hearted, luke-warm reception. They treat Ramadhaan like some
stranger and become annoyed at the thought of having to change their unacceptable lifestyle.
However, there are have those chosen servants of Allah Ta‘ala who eagerly await the arrival of
Ramadhaan. They are full of happiness and excitement, and accordingly they express their
appreciation of having the honour of hosting such an esteemed guest. Their hearts are
cleansed, polished, and beautified with the love and remembrance of Allah Ta‘ala, seeking the
forgiveness of Allah Ta‘ala and being grateful to Allah Ta‘ala. The heart is emptied of all pride,
jealousy, anger, ill thoughts and the love of the material world.

  

   This guest comes only once a year and it brings along the generous gifts of mercy,
forgiveness and freedom from the fire of hell. It is our good fortune to give Ramadhaan royal
treatment and thus secure for ourselves its innumerable blessings.
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