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In the Quraan Majeed, Allah Ta‘ala relates incidents of various
Ambiyaa (‘alaihimus salaam), explaining the various challenges
that they faced and difficulties they underwent. Allah Ta‘ala
mentions the manner in which these Ambiyaa (‘alaihimus salaam)
remained steadfast and persevered, no matter how severe the
tests, and never lost hope in the mercy and assistance of Allah
Ta‘ala. Allah Ta‘ala says,
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“And every story which We relate to you from the stories of the prophets
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is such that through it, We make your heart firm, and in these stories
there has come to you the truth, as well as advice and a reminder for the
believers. (Surah Hood v120)

The story of Nabi Yusuf (‘alaihis salaam) and the challenges he
underwent, Nabi Moosa (‘alaihis salaam) and the trials he faced,
Nabi Yunus (‘alaihis salaam) and the difficulties he overcame -
and many other such stories are mentioned in the Quraan Majeed
to inspire us, encourage us and remind us to never lose hope, even

though it may outwardly seem that all hope is lost.

Among these Ambiyaa (‘alaihimus salaam), whose stories are
recounted in the Quraan Majeed, is Nabi Ayyoob (‘alaihis salaam).
The test which he underwent was that of a prolonged, severe



The Nabi of Patience

sickness, as well as losing all his wealth and children. Since it is a
similar trial that people are facing today, with the current
pandemic affecting people’s lives and sources of income, it will be
extremely beneficial, inspirational and encouraging for us to
study the incident of Nabi Ayyoob (‘alaihis salaam).

Thus, in the book before you, the story of Nabi Ayyoob (‘alaihis
salaam), together with the relevant lessons gleaned from each
incident, has been presented. May Allah Ta‘ala accept this effort,
fill our hearts with hope and bless us with His divine assistance.



In the initial years of his life, Nabi Ayyoob (‘alaihis salaam) was
enjoying great prosperity from the side of Allah Ta‘ala. He had
abundant animals and crops, many children and numerous
homes.

Allah Ta‘ala then decided to test Nabi Ayyoob (‘alaihis
salaam). Hence, he lost all his wealth and even his children. Allah
Ta‘ala even tested Nabi Ayyoob (‘alaihis salaam) with an illness
that afflicted his entire body. The only two limbs of his body that
were spared from this illness were his tongue and his heart.
Nevertheless, even in this condition, he would keep his heart and
tongue engaged in the remembrance of Allah Ta‘ala.

Whenever Nabi Ayyoob (‘alaihis salaam) would be afflicted with a
calamity, he would say to Allah Ta‘ala,
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“0 Allah! You are the One who took away from me, and You are the One
who gave me. So long as You allow me to live, I will continue to praise
You for Your favours (upon me).” (Musannaf Ibni Abi Shaibah #35419)
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From this du‘aa we learn that we should never lose focus of the
favours of Allah Ta‘ala. No matter how severe our difficulty may
be, we still enjoy countless, invaluable bounties of Allah Ta‘ala at
every moment. We should not allow the difficulty to overcome us,
causing us to neglect showing appreciation to Allah Ta‘ala for the
favours that we still enjoy.

While Nabi Ayyoob (‘alaihis salaam) was patiently enduring these
tests, the people abandoned him, until he was left alone in a
corner of the town. It was only his wife' who did not leave him.
She remembered his favour upon her when times were good, and
hence remained at his side through thick and thin, ever loyal and
faithful. She would tend to him and see to all his needs.

In some narrations, it has even been mentioned that when her
wealth eventually ran out, she began to carry out domestic work
in peoples” homes in order to earn a living and see to her ailing
husband’s needs. Through all of this, she remained patient and did
not complain, even though she went from a life of comfort and
happiness to one of difficulty and sadness.

! There are two views regarding the name of the wife of Nabi Ayyoob
(‘alaihis salaam). Some historians say that her name was Layyaa, and
others mention that her name was Rahmah.



Inspirations from the Life of Nabi Ayyoob (‘alaihis salaam)

There were two men from the people of Nabi Ayyoob (‘alaihis
salaam) who would visit him every morning and evening. One
day, one said to the other, “By Allah! He must have committed a
very great sin which was not committed by any person before
him.” When the other person asked him the reason for saying this,
he replied, “Eighteen years have passed, yet Allah Ta‘ala has not
shown him any mercy or cured him from his illness.”

When they came to Nabi Ayyoob (‘alaihis salaam), one of them
mentioned the comment that the other had made. Nabi Ayyoob
(‘alaihis salaam) remarked, “I don’t know what you are saying (i.e.
I do not know of any sin for which Allah Ta‘ala will be punishing
me), except that Allah Ta‘ala knows that I would pass by two men
who would be arguing and quarrelling, and while fighting, they
would take the name of Allah Ta‘ala (by taking oaths). I would
then return to my home and pay kaffaarah for these oaths on their
behalf, as I could not tolerate that the name of Allah Ta‘ala be
taken for something that is untrue or incorrect (hence, when this
is the nature of my actions, then my condition is not a punishment
from Allah Ta‘ala but is rather a test from Him).” (Majma‘uz
Zawaaid #13821)

In another narration, Nabi Ayyoob (‘alaihis salaam) also
mentioned that he never spent a night with a full belly, knowing
that there was a person somewhere suffering from hunger.
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Rather, he would give his food to that person. Also, he never kept
two cloths while knowing that there was a person in need of
clothing. Rather, he would give one of the cloths to that person to
use as clothing. (Tafseer Ibni Katheer vol. 5. pg. 351)

When a person loves someone, he loves to hear that person
declare their love for him over and over again. He also loves that
person to make expressions of that love (e.g. by giving a gift, etc.).
Similarly, when Allah Ta‘ala loves a person, Allah Ta‘ala
sometimes tests him so that this person will have another
opportunity to prove his love for Allah Ta‘ala.

After a long time had passed with Nabi Ayyoob (‘alaihis salaam) in
his condition of sickness, his wife one day said to him, “Why don’t
you make du‘aa to your Rabb to alleviate your suffering and
sickness?” Nabi Ayyoob (‘alaihis salaam) replied, “I enjoyed
seventy years of good health. It is thus a small thing that I exercise
patience and adopt sabr for seventy years.” (Tafseer Ibni Katheer
vol. 5, pg. 349)

Despite the fact that making du‘aa was totally permissible, Nabi
Ayyoob (‘alaihis salaam) was so grateful to Allah Ta‘ala that he felt
ashamed to make du‘aa, as it should not appear as though he is
ungrateful and complaining.



Inspirations from the Life of Nabi Ayyoob (‘alaihis salaam)

One day, Shaitaan came to the wife of Nabi Ayyoob (‘alaihis
salaam) in the form of a doctor. As he had adopted this form, she
did not realise that it was actually Shaitaan in front of her.
Thinking him to be a doctor, she asked him if he had any cure for
her ailing husband. Shaitaan said, “I do have a cure. However, in
return for the cure, he must say, ‘You have cured me’. I do not
want any other compensation for my treatment.”

The wife of Nabi Ayyoob (‘alaihis salaam) returned to him and
informed him of what had transpired. As soon as he heard this, he
realized that it was no doctor, but was none other than Shaitaan.
Nabi Ayyoob (‘alaihis salaam) became angry. Hence, out of anger
that his wife would suggest to him that he speak such words,
attributing the cure to Shaitaan, he vowed to lash his wife one
hundred times. (Ad Durrul Manthoor vol. 5, pg. 590)

A great lesson learnt from here is that whatever the situation
we may be in, we must never do anything or adopt any means that
goes against the commands of Allah Ta‘ala.

This incident greatly grieved Nabi Ayyoob (‘alaihis salaam), as
Shaitaan had now even begun to try and mislead his wife. It is in
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reference to this that Nabi Ayyoob (‘alaihis salaam) made du‘aa to
Allah Ta‘ala, asking Allah Ta‘ala to cure him, saying:
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“Indeed Shaitaan has afflicted me with distress and suffering.” (Surah
Saad v41)

He also said,
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“Indeed difficulty has afflicted me and You are the most merciful of all
the merciful.” (Surah Ambiyaa v83)

Allah Ta‘ala accepted his du‘aa and instructed him in the
following words:
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“Strike with your foot, here is cool water to bath and a drink.” (Surah
Saad v42)

The lesson learnt from here is that Nabi Ayyoob (‘alaihis salaam)
could manage sickness and ill-health, but he could not tolerate
Shaitaan affecting the imaan of his wife. This is how valuable our
Deen and imaan is!

As he did so, a spring of water gushed forth. Nabi Ayyoob
(‘alaihis salaam) then drank the water and bathed in it. Allah
Ta‘ala placed the cure for his illness in this water, and through
drinking it and bathing in it, he was completely cured of his

illness.
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Thereafter, Allah Ta‘ala sent him a garment of Jannah. When
his wife arrived to care for him, according to her routine and
habit, she failed to find him. She saw a man seated nearby and
asked him, “Have you seen the ill-man who used to be here?” She
was greatly grieved and thought that he had perhaps been killed
by wild animals. At that moment, the man informed her that he
was actually Nabi Ayyoob (‘alaihis salaam). Initially, she struggled
to believe him, but he then told her of how Allah Ta‘ala had cured
him of his illness.

Allah Ta‘ala then restored the youth of his wife, allowing her to
bear Nabi Ayyoob (‘alaihis salaam) children equal to the number
of those that had passed away, together with bringing his
children, who had passed away, back to life. Allah Ta‘ala says,
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“And we gave him his family and equal to them with them.” (Surah
Saad v43)

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘ood (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) says that
seven sons and seven daughters of his had passed away. When
Allah Ta‘ala cured him, He brought them back to life and his wife
gave birth to another seven sons and seven daughters. (Tafseer
Qurtubi vol. 14, pg. 262)
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Allah Ta‘ala also sent two clouds to him; the first filled his
threshing floor with gold, and the second filled his other
threshing floor with silver. In this manner, Allah Ta‘ala replaced
everything that he had lost and granted him even more than he
initially had.

Sayyiduna Abu Hurairah (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) reports that
Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) said, “When Allah Ta‘ala
cured Nabi Ayyoob (‘alaihis salaam), He showered locusts of gold
upon him. Nabi Ayyoob (‘alaihis salaam) began to take the locusts
with his hands and collect them in his clothing. Allah Ta‘ala asked
him,
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‘0 Ayyoob (‘alaihis salaam)! Have I not made you independent of what
you are seeing (i.e. given you enough)?’
Nabi Ayyoob (‘alaihis salaam) replied,
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‘Definitely O Rabb! However I cannot be independent of Your blessings.”
(Saheeh Bukhaari #279 and Mustadrak Haakim #4116)

From this incident, we learn that each and every person is always
in need of the mercy and favours of Allah Ta‘ala. Hence, we should
always make du‘aa to Allah Ta‘ala to bless us, and should also show
appreciation to Allah Ta‘ala for His every favour.
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In this regard, we should bear in mind that squandering the
favours of Allah Ta‘ala through extravagance, etc., is in actual fact
showing that we have no value or appreciation for His bounties.
It is literally ‘throwing’ His bounties away.

Nabi Ayyoob (‘alaihis salaam) now needed to fulfil his vow. Allah
Ta‘ala told Nabi Ayyoob (‘alaihis salaam) that instead of lashing
her one hundred times, he should take a bundle containing one
hundred pieces of straw, and lash her once with it. In this manner,
the vow will be fulfilled. Allah Ta‘ala says,
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“And take in your hand a bunch of grass and strike with it, and do not
break your oath.”

Allah Ta‘ala instructed Nabi Ayyoob (‘alaihis salaam) to fulfil his
vow in this manner as Allah Ta‘ala valued her loyalty, faithfulness
and obedience to her husband, as well as the patience and
obedience of Nabi Ayyoob (‘alaihis salaam). Therefore, Allah
Ta‘ala mentions immediately thereafter:
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“Indeed, We found him patient. What an excellent servant! Indeed, he
always turned to Allah.” (Surah Saad v44)
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Hence, when they were obedient and loyal, then Allah Ta‘ala
made a way out for them in their time of need. Thus, if we are
obedient and loyal servants of Allah Ta‘ala, He will make a way out
for us from our problems as well.

After mentioning the incident of Nabi Ayyoob (‘alaihis salaam) in
the Quraan Majeed, Allah Ta‘ala says,
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“And (his incident is) a reminder for the worshippers.” (Surah Ambiyaa v84)

No matter what difficulty a person undergoes in life, he should
remember and ponder over the incident of Nabi Ayyoob (‘alaihis
salaam). He should compare his difficulty and test to the test of
Nabi Ayyoob (‘alaihis salaam). Naturally, his test will not be able
to compare to the trial of Nabi Ayyoob (‘alaihis salaam) in any
way. Then, he should think that when Nabi Ayyoob (‘alaihis
salaam) bore his difficulty with such patience, then I should also
exercise patience, especially as my trial is nothing in comparison
to the trial that he underwent.

Furthermore, it also reminds one that when a great Nabi had
suffered so much, a calamity is not necessarily a sign of the
punishment of Allah Ta‘ala, rather it may be a means of elevating
one’s status in the court of Allah Ta‘ala.

(Reference: Al-Bidaayah wan Nihaayah vol. 1, pgs. 262 - 266)



