WHEN THE GOINGS GET TOUGH... Sayyidah Asmaa’ (radhiyallahu ‘anha)’s Life of Challenges from Teens till Demise

GREATNESS:

Suffice to say regarding the greatness of Sayyidah Asmaa’
(radhiyallahu ‘“anha) that her father was Abu Bakr
(radhiyallahu "anhu), her sister was "Aaishah (radhiyallahu
“anha), her husband was Zubair bin "Awwaam (radhiyallahu
‘anhu), one of the "Asharah Mubash-sharah, and her son was
the illustrious Sahaabi and Khaleefah of the Muslims, "Abdul-
lah bin Zubair (radhiyallahu "anhumay).

CHALLENGES:

Despite her great virtues and closeness to Allah Ta'ala, she
had a life full of challenges, yet she bore all of them with a
smile and did not get bogged down by them. Among her
various challenges were the persecution from the disbeliev-
ers, parents being divorced, mother not becoming Muslim,
financial constraints, challenges in marriage, being a divor-
cee, son being martyred, and having an encounter with one
of the greatest oppressors in history.

BROKEN HOME:

The first challenge that this great woman had to face was
that she came from a broken home. Prior to accepting Islam

her father Abu Bakr (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) had divorced her
mother, Qutailah bintu "Abdil ‘Uzza.

This in itself is enough to put most people down and disturb
them mentally. Apart from this, it is obvious that her father
re-married, so she had to live with a step mother, another
major challenge for many.

NON-MUSLIM MOTHER:

To make things worse, her mother did not accept Islam,
which means that she had to put up with the difficulties of

having a non-Muslim mother as well.

During the period after the treaty of Hudaibiyyah, her mother
came to Madeenah Munawwarah to visit her. She did not
allow her to enter her home until she enquired from Rasu-
lullah (sallallahu “alaihi wasallam) whether she could be
allowed in and he gave permission to do so. (Saheeh
Bukhaari #3183)

A great lesson that we leamn from this is that despite her
greatness, she did not make her own decision in this deeni
issue. Although it was such an emotional moment, where
she 1s seeing her mother after approximately 6 years, she
first inquired from Rasulullah (sallallahu “alaihi wasallam).
How can we then have the right to make our own decisions
in deeni issues and regard ourselves to be independent of the
great Imaams of figh, who were experts in the knowledge of
the Quraan and sunnah, and the ‘Ulama? We need to
constantly find out and refer to the reliable, pious and learned
‘Ulama.

MARRIAGE:

Although she married a great Sahaabi and the first cousin of
Rasulullah (sallallahu “alaihi wasallam), Zubair (radhiyallahu
‘anhu), she had her fair share of challenges in her marriage.

This highlights the reality, that most marriages will be faced
with some challenge or the other. This can also happen
despite the piety of the spouses, due to their nature and
temperament not being similar etc.

Zubair (radhiyallahu "anhu) was naturally stern and this would
become difficult for her at times. She even complained to her
father about this. However Abu Bakr (radhiyallahu “anhu)
instructed her to be patient and instead look at his good and

his piety. (Tabagaat Ibni Sa'd vol. 10, pg. 239)

This is a great lesson for parents, when their daughter
complains about her husband. The parent should encourage
her to persevere and make the marriage. Yes, if after making
every effort, the issues are still irreconcilable and beyond
control, then it is a different matter altogether.

An interesting point to note is that while her husband was
naturally stern, Asmaa’ (radhiyallahu ‘anha) did not allow
herself to be depressed by her situation; rather she looked for
ways to work around it. (See: Saheeh Muslim #5692)

Eventually, after many years, due to their incompatibility, she
was divorced by Zubair (radhiyallahu “anhu). (Usdul Ghaabah
vol. 5, pg. 209) Thus she had to face the challenge of being a

divorcee as well,

FINANCIAL CONSTRAINTS AND HOUSEHOLD
CHORES:

In the initial years of marriage, Zubair (radhiyallahu "anhu) did
not enjoy a good financial position. He could not even afford
a servant to tend to his animals. Hence, together with
diligently fulfiling the household chores, Asmaa’
(radhiyallahu “anha) would even take care of the horse and
camel of her husband, which was a very difficult task for her.
(Saheeh Bukhaari #5224 & Saheeh Muslim #5692)

DIFFICULTIES FOR DEEN:

Together with problems that she faced in her personal life,
being the 18th person to accept Islam, and the closeness of
her father with Rasulullah (sallallahu “alaihi wasallam), she

had to obviously undergo the various difficulties that the early
Muslims faced in Makkah Mukarramah.



HIJRAH OF RASULULLAH /sALLALLAHU ALAIHI WASALLAM):

Perhaps the greatest service that was ever offered to any Nabi in history
was the service that Abu Bakr (radhiyallahu “anhu) and his family offered
to Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) on the occasion of his
migration from Makkah Mukarramah to Madeenah Munawwarah, in
which Asmaa’ (radhiyallahu ‘anha) played a very instrumental role.

She was the one who had prepared the provisions for Rasulullah
(sallallahu “alaihi wasallam) and Abu Bakr (radhiyallahu “anhu) to take
along on this blessed joumney. After preparing the parcel she could not
find anything to fasten it with, hence she tore her belt in two and used it
to fasten the parcel. (Saheeh Bukhaar #2973) At that, Rasulullah
(sallallahu “alaihi wasallam) gave her the glad tidings of two belts in
Jannah in exchange of her belt of this world. (Al-lsaabah vol. 8, pg. 13)
She was thus called “Zaatun Nitaagain — The possessor of two belts”.

Asmaa’ (radhiyallahu ‘anha) also had the responsibility of taking food for

them in the cave of Thaur at night duning their period of hiding there.
(Seerat lbni Hishaam vol. 2, pg. 485)

Imagine what a difficult and dangerous task it was! On the one hand she
was expecting a child, and on the other she had to climb up the
mountain at night, while the search parties of the Kuffaar were trying
very hard to track them down.

During this penod, Abu Jahal had even slapped her with such force that
her earmng fell off, in order to make her divulge information regarding the

whereabouts of her father, yet she remained absolutely firm. (Seerat lbri
Hishaam vol. 2, pg. 487)

When Abu Bakr (radhiyallahu “anhu) left with Rasulullah (sallallahu
“alaihi wasallam), taking all his wealth along with him, his father Abu
Quhaafah who was not yet a Muslim and had tumed blind at that time,
came to his home and said to his granddaughter that it seems like your
father has not left any wealth behind for you. Asmaa’ (radhiyallahu
‘anha) placed some stones in a shelf, covered them with a cloth, and
passed the hand of her grandfather over it saying that he has left behind
a lot for us. She did this in order to keep him comfortable. (Musnad
Ahmad #26857)

While this incident explains her endurance in the face of financial
constraints, it also teaches us the great lesson of keeping the elderly
comfortable and not getting them womed by relating every type of
depressing story to them. This is a person of true courage, patience, and
good character. Despite her own difficulties, she is concemed of
keeping others happy.

HIJRAH IN HER NINTH MONTH:

Making hijrah from Makkah Mukarramah to Madeenah Munawwarah
was a difficult issue and an arduous journey. Yet, Asmaa’ (radhiyallahu
‘anha) undertook it in the last stages of her pregnancy, so much so that
she had hardly reached Quba, when she gave birth to her son "Abdullah
bin Zubair (radhiyallahu “anhuma). (Saheeh Bukhaan #5469)

What a great challenge indeed for the sake of Allah Ta'ala! \We are not
being asked to make these kinds of sacnfice. The only sacrifice we are

required to make is to leave our forbidden desires and practices for the
sake of our Merciful Allah.

MARTYRDOM OF HER SON AND DEMISE:

As if the difficulties she had undergone thus far were not enough, at the
npe old age of 100 years, she had to bare the martyrdom of her son,
‘Abdullah bin Zubair (radhiyallahu ‘anhuma) in a gruesome manner at the
hands of the tyrant, Hajjaaj bin Yusuf. Not only did she bare this
patiently, rather she was a pillar of support and strength for him in his
last feww moments.

After his martyrdom, she had to even have an encounter with Hajjaaj in
which she silenced him.

Mot long thereafter, she left this temporary abode to meet her Creator

and enjoy the great rewards of her patience and perseverance that He
had kept in store for her.

May Allah Ta'ala reward Sayyidah Asmaa’ (radhyallahu ‘anha) wath the
best of rewards on behalf of us and the entire Ummah, and allow us to
follow in her illustrious footsteps, aameen.

USWATUL MUSLIMAH

* Uswatul Muslimah iz an educational program dedicated to our Muslim sisters.

= Among the activities organised for our honourable mothers and sisters are:
lectures on pertinent topics at various venues; a website which posts relevant
articles, audios, questions and answers relating to women and a newsletter.

* The Uswatul Muslimah program is run by a panel of ‘Ulama under the
auspices of Madrasah Ta'leemuddeen, Isipingo Beach.
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