


ing to speculation based on unauthentic sourc-
es and modern developments,

MAHDI (RADHIYALLAHU ‘ANHU)
Time of Appearance:

Some of the signs mentioned by Nabi (sallallahu
‘alaihi wasallam) regarding the time at which
Mahdi (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) will appear are:
There will be disunity created at the death of
one of the Muslim leaders (Sunan Abi Dawood
#42686), there will be many earthquakes
(Musnad Ahmad #11362), the earth will be filled
with oppression and tyranny (Saheeh Ibni
Hibbaan #6823) and three sons of a ruler will
fight for a treasure without any of them acquir-
ing it. (Sunan lbni Maajah #4084)

When all these signs have come to bear, Mahdi
(radhiyallahu ‘anhu) will flee from Madeenah
Munawwarah to Makkah Mukarramah (Sunan
Abi Dawood #4286) out of the fear that people
will appoint him as the leader.

Description:

Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) has, in various
narrations, given detailed descriptions of Mahdi
(radhiyallahu ‘anhu):

He will be from the progeny of Hasan (radhiyal-
lahu “anhu), the son of ‘Ali and Faatimah (radhi-
yallahu ‘anhuma). (Sunan Abi Dawood #4284)
His name will be Muhammad and his father's
name will be ‘Abdullah. (Sunan Abi Dawood
#4282) He will have a broad forehead and a
prominent nose. (Sunan Abi Dawood #4285)
Although his outward appearance and features
will not resemble that of Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam), his character will be like that of Nabi
) (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam). (Sunan Abi
Dawood #4290)

Forgoing One’s Rights:

The commentators of hadeeth explain the
possible wisdom of Mahdi (radhiyallahu *anhu)
being from the progeny of Hasan (radhiyallahu
‘anhu). At one point in history, Hasan (radhiyal-
lahu ‘anhu) became the leader of the Muslims.
However, in order to restore unity among the
Muslims, he voluntarily resigned from the
position and allowed another Sahaabi to take
the reins of leadership. Thus, as a reward for
this great sacrifice which he had made, Allah
Ta'ala decreed that Mahdi (radhiyallahu *anhu)
be from his progeny.

From this we learn that when we are faced with
disputes in our lives, whether disputes relating
to estates, marriage or any other dispute, it is
not necessary for us to fight “tooth and nail” for
our rights. Rather, if we forgo our right for the
sake of preserving family ties, creating unity,
etc., Allah Ta'ala will grant us and our progenies
immense blessings.

The Criteria:
The benchmark by which a Muslim will

determine whether or not a certain person is
Mahdi (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) is the hadeeth of

Nabi (sallallahu *alaihi wasallam). If a “so called
Mahdi” does not fit the description given by

Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam), he can never,

be the Mahdi.

One of the false concepts of Mahdi (radhiyallahu
‘anhu), which is the belief of the Shi‘ah, is the
concept of him hiding in a cave for over a
thousand years. Unfortunately, this weird belief
was promoted in a famous series known as
“The Arrivals”. Apart from the music, nudity and
other such problems related to this series, there
are many other such false, erroneous beliefs
which were promoted. Hence we should stay
far from such unauthentic sources of informa-
tion as they ultimately corrupt our beliefs.

Appointment:

Allah Ta'ala will create the capacity to fulfil the
role of Mahdi (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) within him in
just a single night. (Sunan lbni Maajah #4083)
He will not wish to be appointed as the leader
and will only accept the pledges of the people
when he is compelled to do so. (As-Sunanul
Waaridah fil Fitan, pg. 1042) They will pledge
allegiance to him between the Hajr-e-Aswad
and Magaam-e-Ebrahim. (Sunan Abi Dawood
#4286)

It is glaringly evident from the above signs that
Mahdi (radhiyallahu “anhu) will only accept the
position of leadership as he will be under
duress. This clearly highlights the fact that no
“self-appointed Mahdi” can possibly be the true
awaited Mahdi (radhiyallahu ‘anhu).

Clear Sign:

A man from the progeny of Abu Sufyaan (radhi-
yallahu “anhu), related to the tribe of Banu Kalb,
will at that time be causing bloodshed in
Shaam. He will dispatch an army to fight Mahdi
(radhiyallahu ‘anhu). When this army will be in
an open plain between Makkah Mukarramah
and Madeenah Munawwarah, they will all be
sunk into the ground. (Mustadrak Haakim, vol.
4, pg. 520)

The sinking of this army will be a sign of the
truthfulness of Mahdi (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) due
to which the pious people of Shaam and Iraq
will come and pledge allegiance at his hands.
(Sunan Abi Dawood #4286)

Army of Black Flags:

Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) has alsu
mentioned that an army of black flags will come
from the east and will join the army of Mahdi
(radhiyallahu ‘anhu). (Sunan lbni Maajah #4084)
When it is evident that Mahdi (radhiyallahu
‘anhu) has not yet appeared then it will be
foolish of us to assume that any group bearing
black flags are the same group to whom Nabi
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) had referred. The
demand of caution is that we prepare for the
moment when the simsunl’uldmdtllmm
mﬂlnﬂymﬂiﬂﬂﬁnmmm
make rash decisions. ¥

Rule:

Mahdi (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) will rule for approxi-
mately seven to nine years with absolute
justice. He will distribute, wealth among the
Muslims and will rule in accordance with the
way of Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam).
(Sunan Abi Dawood #4285 and #4286) Allah
Ta'ala will grant the Muslims great blessings
due to which there will be abundant rain, crops
and livestock (Mustadrak Haakim, vol. 4, pg.
558).

Hethn to Shaam:

After fighting a war in Constantinople, against
the Christians, whilst distributing the booty of
the enemy, Shaitaan will make the announce-
ment that Dajjaal has appeared in the homes of
the Muslims. The army of Mahdi (radhiyallahu
‘anhu) will return to Shaam, only to realize that
it was a false rumour. Very shortly thereafter,
Dajjaal will appear. (Saheeh Muslim #7278)

Demise:

Subsequent to the appearance of Dajjaal, ‘Isa
(‘alaihis salaam) will descend. Mahdi (radhiyal-
lahu ‘anhu) will pass away after some time.

DAJJAAL
Greatest Trial:

While Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) had, in
certain ahaadeeth, labeled Dajjaal as the
greatest fitnah and trial (Saheeh Muslim
#7393), he (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) had, in
another hadeeth, thrice mentioned that there is
a fitnah which is even worse than Dajjaal. When
asked regarding this fitnah and trial, Nabi
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) answered that it
was “Leaders who will lead others astray.”
(Musnad Ahmad #21296)

In another narration, Nabi (sallaliahu ‘alaihi
wasallam) said, “The greatest fear | have for my
Ummah after me is every hypocrite who will be
given the gift of the gab.” (Majma‘uz Zawaaid
#889)

The fitnah of Dajjaal will be clear to all Muslims
as they will see “Kaafir" written on his
forehead. However, when a misguided person
delivers a dynamic talk, launches an atiractive
« Website or authors an appealing book and even
seems to support his claims and stance on
various issues by quoting from the Quraan Hl'.(.
hadeeth, then it is not at all easy for the I
to realize that this person is misguic
a hidden agenda. It is thus in
only turn to a source hl' N




the word “Kaafir” written on his forehead.
(Saheeh Muslim #7367 and #7373, Saheeh
Bukhaari #7128, and Sunan Abi Dawood #4320)
There are many different narrations regarding
the eyes of Dajjaal. Haafiz Ibnu Hajar “Asgalaani
(rahimahullah), the great commentator of
Saheeh Bukhaari, says that after studying the
different narrations, the conclusion can be
reached that his left eye will be completely
wiped out and his right eye will be protruding
like a grape and it will be squint. Both eyes will
have a piece of flesh on them. (Fathul Baari, vol.
13, pg. 122)

From the detailed description given by MNabi
(saflallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) and from the
hadeeth of Tameem Daari (radhiyallahu ‘anhu),
it is evident that Dajjaal is a physical person
(Fathul Baari, vol. 13, pg. 130) who is chained on
an island, awaiting his appointed time to
emerge, and not a system as promoted by “The
Arrivals™. Similarly, Dajjaal is a human and is not
a jinn as some people ®aim.

Hadeeth of Tameem Daari
(radhiyallahu "anhu):

Once, after performing salaah, Nabi (sallallahu
‘alaihi wasallam) ascended the mimbar while
smiling. He called the Sahaabah (radhiyallahu
‘anhum) and told them that he had neither
gathered them to announce any threat or fear,
nor to give them any glad tidings. Rather,
Tameem Daari (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) had come
and had newly accepted Islam and he had
explained certain things regarding Dajjaal
which conformed to that which Nabi (sallallahu
‘alaihi wasallam) had already mentioned to the
Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum). Tameem Daari
.(radhiyallahu ‘anhu) was initially a Christian and
he related that he had boarded a ship together
with thirty other men. As they were travelling,
they were caught in a storm. The waves tusse::l
the ship from side to side. This continued for a
month until the ship was finally thrown towards
an island at the time of sunset. They went to the
island where they met a creature which was so
hairy that they could not make out its front from
its back. They asked it as to who it was. It
replied that it was the spy. It then instructed
them to go to a castle in which there was a man
walting to hear some news from them. They
entered the castle and saw the biggest human
they had ever seen in their lives who was tied
and shackled in a way they had never seen
before. His two hands were gathered and tied to
his neck. The area between his knees and
ankles was bound in chains. This person
jumped up and down trying to come out of the
chains and shackles.

They asked him who he was. He in turn asked
them to first inform him about themselves. They
related the entire incident of how they were
caught in the storm and eventually reached the
island. He asked them regarding the orchard of
Baysaan (which is in the vicinity of Palestine
and Jordan). He wanted to know as to whether
that orchard was still yielding fruit to which they
replied that it was. The person informed them
that a time would come when that orchard
would cease bearing fruits. Then he asked them

about Buhairah Tabariyyah (a huge lake which is
presently on the border of Jordan and Palesting.

It i= approximately 23 km long and 13 km wide).»

He wanted to know if it still had water to which
they replied that it had abundant water. He told
them that its water would soon decrease.
Thereafter he asked them as to whether the
spring of Zughar was giving water to which they
replied in the affirmative. He then asked them
as to whether the Mabi of the Arabs had
appeared and whether the Arabs had fought
him. They replied that the Arabs had eventually
accepted Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) as a
messenger, after some had tried to fight him.
The person then told them that it was better for
them to obey Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam).
He then informed them that he was the Maseeh,
the Dajjaal. (Saheeh Muslim #7386 and Sunan
Abi Dawood #4325)

Appearance:

Dajjaal will emerge in an open plain between
Shaam and Iraq (Saheeh Muslim #7386). 70 000
Jews of Isfahaan, which is in present day Iran,
will follow him. They will be wearing a tayaali-
sah - a certain type of shawl. He will then move
to the left and to the right all over the earth
causing mischief. (Saheeh Muslim #7392)

Duration of Stay:

The Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum) asked
Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam): “How long
will Dajjaal remain on earth?” Nabi (sallallahu
‘alaihi wasallam) replied that he will remain for
40 days. The first day will be like a year, the
second day will be like a month, the third day
will be like a week and the rest of the days will
be normal. The Sahaabah (radHfiyallahu ‘anhum)
asked Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) regard-
ing the day that will be like a year, as to whether
it will suffice them to perform only five salaah in
that long duration. Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam) explained that they would have to
calculate the hours and perform salaah.
(Saheeh Muslim #7373)

The first question that came to the minds of the
Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum) was that of
salaah as this was their first and primary
concern, They did not ask as to how would it be
possible to have a single day as long as an
entire year.

This totally refutes the claim of “The Arrivals” =
that the first day represents Dajjaal’s rule in
England, starting in 900 of the Christian era. The
second day represents his rule in America,
starting in 1917 and the third day represents his
rule in Palestine/lsrael, starting in 2001.

Mode of Travel:
The Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) asked Nabi

(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam): “How fast will
Dajjaal move on earth?” Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi

wasallam) replied: “He will move ike a clou £

which is being pushed by a
(saheeh Muslim #7373) In certain
Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam)
that Dajjaal will be moving

distance between the two ears of the donkey
will be 40 hands. (Musnad Ahmad #14954)

Trials and Tests:

There will be different trials of Dajjaal. He will
go to a Bedouin and tell him to believe in him.
The Bedouin will refuse. He will ask the Bedouin
if he will be prepared to believe in him if he
brings the Bedouin's parents back to life. The
Bedouin will reply in the affirmative. Thereafter,
two Shaitaans will take the form of the Bedou-
in's gparents and will address the Bedouin
saying, “0 my son, believe in this person,” and
accordingly, the Bedouin will believe in Dajjaal.
(Sunan Ibni Maajah #4077)

He will come to a people and invite them to
believe in him. On account of their refusal, they
will wake up the next morning absolutely
bankrupt. He will go to another people and
invite them to believe in him. They will believe in
him and that evening, when their livestock will
come in, the animals will be very healthy and
their udders will be flowing with milk. (Saheeh
Muslim #7373)

He will have a fire and water. That which seems
to be a fire will actually be sweet, cool water
and the one which seems to be water will be
fire. Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) said: “If
you have to experience that situation, jump into
the fire, since it is pure, sweet water." (Saheeh
Muslim #7370)

Exceptions:

Dajjaal will continue to cause fitnah on earth.
However, he will be unable to enter Makkah
Mukarramah and Madeenah Munawwarah.
Dajjaal will come to Makkah Mukarramah and
Madeenah Munawwarah but there will be
angels with unsheathed swords protecting the
two cities. (Saheeh Muslim #7386)

Women will Follow Him:

While Dajjaal will be standing outside Madeen-
ah Munawwarah, there will be three
earthquakes in the city. Every hypocrite and
person who is insincere in his faith will leave
Madeenah Munawwarah. (Musnad Ahmad
#18975)

Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) said that most
of the people who will leave Madeenah Munaw-
warah and join the army of Dajjaal will be
women. So many women will leave that a man
will go home and tie his wife, mother, m




memorizes the first ten verses of Surah Kahf
will be protected from the fitnah of Dajjaal.
(Saheeh Muslim #1883)

Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) has shown
those who will encounter Dajjaal the solution to
overcoming his fitnah. This does not mean that
those who do not encounter him should go out
in search of him. Rather, Nabi (sallallahu “alaihi
wasallam) said, “The person who hears that
Dajjaal has appeared should remain far away
from Dajjaal.” This is because the person will
feel confident regarding the level of his imaan
but when faced with Dajjaal, will still fall into his
trap. (Takmilatu Fathil Mulhim, vol. 6, pg. 370)
It is thus essential that we never take our imaan
for granted and experiment with things we feel

we may be immune to, as it puts our very imaan
at risk.

‘ISA (‘ALAIHIS SALAAM) AND 1I"Jﬂf'J[ll].l AND
MA'JOOJ

Killing of Dajjaal:

While the Muslims in Baitul Mugaddas under
the leadership of Mahdi (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) will
be getting ready to perform the fajr salaah and
the igaamat will have already been given, ‘Isa
(‘alaihis salaam) will descend reclining on two
angels. He will be wearing two pieces of cloth
which will be yellow in colour. Mahdi (radhiyal-
lahu ‘anhu) will be in the process of going
forward for the salaah. On seeing ‘Isa (“alaihis
salaam), he will move back in order to allow ‘Isa
(‘alaihis salaam) to go forward. ‘Isa (‘alaihis
salaam) will say to him, “Continue forward, the
igaamat was given for you as the imaam.” After
Mahdi (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) performs the salaah,
‘Isa (“alaihis salaam) will instruct that the door
be opened. When it is opened, they will find
Dajjaal outside with his army of 70 000 Jews. It
will be a miracle of ‘Isa (‘alaihis salaam) that
every disbeliever who comes into contact with
his breath will immediately die and that his
breath will reach as far as his eye can see.
When Dajjaal sees ‘Isa (‘alaihis salaam), he will
begin to dissolve as salt dissolves in water. He
will flee and ‘Isa ("alaihis salaam) will address
him saying, “Indeed | have been given the duty
of delivering you a strike which you can never
escape.” ‘Isa (‘alaihis salaam) will follow Dajjaal
until he reaches a place called Baabul Lud
which is in present day Israel. Here ‘Isa (*alaihis
salaam) will kill Dajjaal with his spear.

The other disbelievers will also be Killed. Nabi
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) mentions that the
Jews will take cover behind whatever they find,
be it a rock, a stone, a wall or a tree. However,
every object they take cover behind, besides the
Ghargad tree, will speak and say: “0 Muslim, 0
servant of Allah! There is a Jew hiding behind
me, come and kill him.” ‘lsa (‘alaihis salaam)
will show the believers the spear with which he
killed Dajjaal. The blood on it will confirm that
Dajaal has been killed. ‘Isa (‘alaihis salaam) will
thereafter go around comforting the believers
who went through trials at the hands of Dajjaal
and he will give them glad tidings of Jannah.
(Saheeh Muslim #7278 and #7373, and Sunan
Ibni Maajah #4077)

Locked behind the Barrier:

In Surah Kahf, Allah Ta‘ala makes mention of the
pious ruler, Zul Qurnain (rahimahullah). As he
was ftravelling through the earth, he came
across a certain nation who informed him of
Ya'jooj and Ma’jooj and the mischief they were
causing on earth. He built a very strong and
solid barrier which locked Ya'jooj and Ma'jooj
behind it.

Not a System:

Haafiz Ibnu Hajar ‘Asqalaani (rahimahullah) says
that Ya'jooj and Ma'jooj are from the children of
Yaafis bin Nooh (‘alaihis salaam). (Fathul Baari,
vol. 13, pg. 131) Some people hold the errone-
ous opinion that Ya’jooj and Ma’jooj refers to the
‘modern secular civilization'. While we are
undoubtedly against the modern secular
western civilization as it opposes the way of
Islam, we cannot distort the ahaadeeth of Nabi
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) and say that Ya’'jooj
and Ma'jooj refers to the secular system. Ya’'jooj
and Ma’jooj are physical people and are
definitely not some system.

Release:

After killing Dajjaal, Allah Ta'ala will reveal to
‘Isa (‘alaihis salaam): “I have decided to release
certain servants of Mine whom no one can fight.
Therefore, take the Muslims and seek refuge at
Mount Toor” ‘Isa (‘alaihis salaam) and the
Muslims will go to Mount Toor and Ya'jooj and
Ma'jooj will escape. They will descend from
every high place like flood waters flowing down
(due to their abundant numbers). (Saheeh
Muslim #7373) They will have flat faces and
small eyes. Their hair will be reddish in colour
and their faces will look like a flat, multi-layered
shield. (Musnad Ahmad #22331) They are so
gbundant in number that on the Day of
Qiyaamah, our ratio to Ya’jooj and Ma'joo] will
be 1 to 1000; for every one of us there will be
1000 from Ya'jooj and Ma'jooj. (Saheeh
Bukhaari #3348)

Ya'jooj and Ma'jooj will pass by Buhairah Tabari-
yyah which is a lake at the border of Jordan and
present day Israel. It is approximately 23 km
long, 13 km wide and 44 meters in depth at its
deepest point. (Nihaayatul ‘Aalam, pg. 322) The
first portion of this nation will drink all the water
of the lake, so much so that when the latter part
of this nation passes by, they will say, “It looks
like there was once water here.” They will
continue to cause corruption and mischief on
earth until they will eventually kill everyone.
They will then go onto a mountain near Baitul
Mugaddas and say: “We have Killed everyone on
earth. Come; let us kill the people of the sky as
well.” They will then shoot their arrows into the
sky and Allah Ta‘ala will return their arrows
covered in blood. They will think to themselves
that they have kKilled the inmates of the sky.

(Saheeh Muslim #7373)

During this time, isa (‘alaihis s

believers will be going through a lot of difficul-

* ties. Being confined to the mountain, things will

become so tight and difficult that just the head
of an ox will be worth more than 100 gold coins.
‘Isa (‘alaihis salaam) and the believers will
make du‘aa to Allah Ta‘ala. Allah Ta‘ala will
cause sores to develop on the necks.of Ya'jooj _
and Ma’jooj. This will result in them all dying at
OnCce.

‘Isa (‘alaihis salaam) and the believers will
come down. The earth will be filled with the
rotting corpses of Ya’jooj and Ma’jooj which will
be givipg off a terrible stench. ‘lsa ("alaihis
salaam) and the believers will once again turn
to Allah Ta'ala in duaa. Allah Ta'ala will send
huge birds which will pick up their dead bodies
and throw them in some corner of the earth.
Allah Ta‘ala will thereafter send down a rain
which will reach each and every home. In this
way the entire earth will be cleansed. (Saheeh
Muslim #7373)

Abundant Blessings:

Allah Ta‘ala will then instruct the earth to bring
forth its fruit and bring back its blessing. There
will be such blessings that an entire group will
eat of a single pomegranate, and they will be
able to use its outer covering as a shelter. The
milk of a single camel will suffice an entire tribe
and the milk of a single goat will suffice an
entire family. (Saheeh Muslim #7373) There will
be no hatred and ill feelings in hearts. (Saheeh
Muslim #391) ‘Isa (‘alaihis salaam) will break
the cross and kill the swine. Tax will no longer
be taken from people and there will be such an
abundance of wealth that there will be no one to
accept that wealth. (Saheeh Bukhaari #2222)
Every poisonous creature will lose its poison to
the extent that a child will put his hand into the
mouth of a snake without falling into harm. A
child will chase a lion without anything happen-
ing to the child. A wolf will take care of the
sheep like a sheep dog. Camels and lions will
graze together. There will be complete peace on
earth and there will only be one religion on
earth; everyone will be worshipping one Allah
Ta'ala alone. (Sunan lbni Maajah #4077 and
Musnad Ahmad #9632)

‘Isa (‘alaihis salaam) will remain on earth for
forty years. He will perform hajj and ‘umrah and
will visit the qabr of Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam) and offer salaam. ‘Isa (‘alaihis
galaam) will eventually pass away and the
Muslims will perform his janaazah salaah,
(Saheeh Muslim #3030, Sunan Abi Dawood

#4324 and Haakim vol. 2, pg. 595)

End of the World:
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