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LIKE MOTHER, LIKE DAUGHTER:

The age old adage goes “An apple does not fall far from the
tree”. Although we have often heard this and perhaps even
used the term, have we really understood its application in
our lives? What it means is that our behaviour as parents will
define and program the behaviour of our children — “Like
father, like son” and “Like mother, like daughter”. A simple
experiment by which we can witness this principle is to look
at our young daughters playing together. We will notice each
child speaking into or typing on their toy cell-phone. Then one
of the children will perhaps mention going to a shopping mall
or meeting friends for coffee. Where did they learn these
ideas from, whereas, just a few years ago, these concepts
never existed? It's obvious that they are merely mimicking
the behaviour of their mothers. It is thus imperative that we
personally set the standard and lead by example. We cannot
instruct our children to "Do as | say, not as | do.”

One of the daughters of Rasulullah (sallallahu “alaihi wasal-
lam), from his respected wife, Khadeejah (radhiyallahu
‘anha), was Zainab (radhiyallahu "anha) and she had a daugh-
ter named Umaamah (radhiyallahu ‘“anha). Together with
growing up in the house of Rasulullah (sallallahu "alaihi wasal-
lam), the behaviour of Khadeejah (radhiyallahu "anha) also
moulded the behaviour and ways of Zainab (radhiyallahu
‘anha). Her behaviour and ways, in turn, impacted on the
w conduct and mindset of her own daughter Umaamah
(radhiyallahu ‘anha), the granddaughter of Rasulullah
(sallallahu “alaihi wasallam).
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. When “daughter of Rasulullah (sallallahu “alaihi wasallam)” is
. mentioned, the first and sometimes the only name that
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‘anha). While her greatness and position are known to all, it
Is Important to realise that she was not the ONLY daughter of
Rasulullah (sallallahu “alaihi wasallam). By acknowledging
only her existence and ignoring the other 3 daughters of
Rasulullah (sallallahu “alaihi wasallam), we are actually falling
into the trap of a deviant group. Zainab (radhiyallahu “anha)
was the eldest daughter of Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam) and was born when he was 30 years old, 10 years
before he received nubuwwat.

TURBULENT TEENS:

Zainab (radhiyallahu “anha) was already 10 years old when
Rasulullah (sallallahu “alathi wasallam) became the Nabi of
Allah. She and her family made great sacrifices for deen and
she would witness the difficulties which her father (sallallahu
‘alaihi wasallam) would bear. Despite the challenges, social
influences and pressure, she remained firm on her imaan.
This serves as an inspiration for all young girls who wish to
change their lives but are afraid of what people will say.

MARRIAGE:

Abul "Aas bin Rabee’ (radhiyallahu “anhu) was one of the men
of Makkah who were known for their wealth, trustworthi-
ness, and business skills. He was the son of Haalah bintu
Khuwaylid, the sister of Khadeejah (radhiyallahu ‘anha).
Khadeejah (radhiyallahu “anha) loved him as her own son and
asked Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) if he would
marry their daughter, Zainab (radhiyallahu "anha), to him.
Rasulullah (sallallahu “alathi wasallam) agreed and married
Zainab (radhiyallahu “anha) to Abul "Aas. (Seerat Ibni
Hishaam vol. 2, pg. 651)

Zainab (radhiyallahu “anha) did not take her marriage into her
own hands, but rather allowed her parents to select a
husband for her. Similarly, her own mother, Khadeejah

(radhiyallahu ‘anha), despite being independent in every
sense, did not get herself married to Hasulullah (sallallahu
‘alaihi wasallam) and instead asked her uncle to represent
her. When this was the standard set by both her mother and
grandmother, Umaamah (radhiyallahu "anha) also, on both
occasions of her marriage, asked her seniors to make the
decision for her. Remember, there is no such thing as a DIY
kit for spouse-finding. Islam urges us to always entrust these I
matters to our seniors.

A UNITED COUPLE:

The Quraish tried to persuade Abul "Aas (radhiyallahu “anhu)
to divorce Zainab (radhiyallahu ‘anha). Their hope was that
Rasulullah (sallallahu “alaihi wasallam) would be unable to
concentrate on inviting people to Allah Ta'ala because of the
turmoil and difficulty caused by his daughter's divorce.
Although the Quraish offered Abul ‘Aas (radhiyallahu “anhu)
his pick of any woman of Quraish in return, and although he
was not yet a Muslim, he stood firm and refused to do as the
Quraish wished, telling them that there was no woman of
Quraish who could compare to his wife (radhiyallahu "anha).
(Seerat lbni Hishaam vol. Z, pg. 652)

When a wife serves her husband well, entertains him, adorns
herself for him and reserves her charm and beauty for him
alone, he will appreciate and value her to the point where, if
offered any woman in the world in exchange, he will still say ==
no. He will only have eyes for his own wife, e
Instead of letting their marriage succumb to the slightest
pressure, the husband and wife should support and give ©
strength to one another. Marriage is not a landmine that %

blows up at the slightest touch; it's an unshakeable boulder _“-i i
that simply gains beauty and character by weathering the =
storms. e




LOVE OF RASULULLAH (SALLALLAHU "ALAIHI
WASALLAM):

Because of the great sacrifices Zainab (radhiyallahu “anha)
made for deen and due to her firmness in deen, despite the
fact that her husband had not yet accepted Islam, Rasulullah
(sallallahu “alaihi wasallam) had great love for her and would
praise her. Similarly, Rasulullah (sallallahu “alaihi wasallam)
had great love for her daughter, Umaamah (radhiyallahu
‘anha).

' Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) was once with his
respected wives when a necklace was gifted to him. He said,
"I will hang it around the neck of that person from my Ahlul
Bayt who is most beloved to me.” All the respected wives of
Rasulullah (sallallahu “alaihi wasallam) were Ahlul Bayt and
so each one wished that the necklace would be given to her
as testament of Rasulullah (sallallahu “alaihi wasallam)'s love
for her. Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) turmned to
Umaamah (radhiyallahu "anha), who at that time was a small
girl playing in the sand, and hung the necklace around her
neck. (Majma'uz Zawaaid #15391)

BLESSING OF PATIENCE:

Umaamah (radhiyallahu "anha) was once very ill and on the
verge of passing away. Rasulullah (sallallahu “alaihi wasal-
lam) sent a message to Zainab (radhiyallahu "anha) instruct-
ing her to be patient as everything belongs to Allah Ta'ala and
will, as such, be taken back by Him at its appointed time. The
‘Ulama have written that on account of the submission of
Rasulullah (sallallahu “alaihi wasallam) and the patience of his
daughter, Zainab (radhiyallahu ‘anha), Allah Taala spared the

- life of the child, Umaamah (radhiyallahu ‘anha). (Fathul
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Mulhim vel. 2 pg. 470)
""“f'., We will all, undoubtedly, be faced with various calamities

~ and difficulties in our lives. Rasulullah (sallallahu alaihi
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Ay wasallam) has thus taught us to remain patient and hope for
~  the reward of Allah Ta'ala in our difficulty.
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MARTYRDOM:

When Zainab (radhiyallahu ‘anha) had initially set out from
Makkah Mukarramah to migrate to Madeenah Munawwarah, the
Quraish set out in pursuit and intercepted her. They pricked her
camel with their spears, causing it to buck and jump. As a result §
she fell out of the carriage mounted on the back of the camel and
landed on a rock. She sustained an injury which caused her to
bleed profusely and also miscarry the child she was expecting.
She never completely recovered from this injury and it was a flare
up of this injury that caused her to pass away in the 8th year after
hijrah. Due to her passing away on account of this injury, she
passed away as a martyr. (Majma'uz Zawaaid # 15237)
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BLESSED SHROUD:

When Zainab (radhiyallahu ‘anha) passed away, Rasulullah
(sallallahu “alaihi wasallam) gave the Sahaabiyyaat (radhiyallahu
‘anhunna) instructions as to how she should be given ghusl and
asked them to inform him when they had completed the task.
Accordingly, when they were done, they informed Rasulullah
(sallallahu “alaihi wasallam) who then gave them his own blessed
sheet and instructed them to use it for her shroud. (Saheeh
Bukhaan #1253)

May Allah Ta'ala reward Sayyidah Zainah and Sayyidah Umaamah
(radhiyallahu “anhuma) with the best of rewards on behalf of us and the
entire Ummah, and alfow us to follow in their ilustrious footsteps,
ST,

USWATUL MUSLIMAH

* Uswatul Muslimah iz an educational program dedicated to our Muslim sisters.

+ Among the activities organised for our honourable mothers and sisters are: = | - h 3
lectures on pertinent topics at various venues; a website which posts relevant
articles, audios, questions and answers relating to women and a newsletter.

* The Uswatul Muslimah program is run by a panel of Ulama under the '_
auspices of Madrasah Ta'leemuddeen, lsipingo Beach. .
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