Owr Werrer SAYYIDAH SAFIYYAH (radhivallahu anha)

DAUGHTER OF JEWISH LEADER:

Sayyidah Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) was the daughter of
Huyayy bin Akhtab, one of the leaders of the Jews and a great
enemy of Islam. However, Allah Ta'ala blessed her with not only
Islam but also with the honour of becoming the respected wife of
Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) and the mother of the
believers.

This teaches us that no person is beyond redemption and salva-
tion — neither ourselves nor any other person. What we need is
hope in the mercy of Allah Ta'ala and the courage and determina-
tion to repent and change our lives.

JEALOUSY:

When Rasulullah (sallallahu “alaihi wasallam) made hijrah to
Madeenah Munawwarah and armved in CQuba, Safiyyah
(radhiyallahu ‘anha) was a young girl. Her father and uncle went
to look at Rasulullah (sallallahu “alaihi wasallam) to verify whether
his claim of prophethood was true. On their return, she heard her
father admit, with grief and sorrow, that Rasulullah (sallallahu
‘alaihi wasallam) really was the Nabi. However, he also said, "By
Allah! As long as | live, | will harbour enmity for him!™ {lbnu
Hishaam vol. 2 pg. 518)

When a person is blinded by jealousy and enmity, even his intelli-
gence Is shut down, and to vent his jealousy he is willing to put
everything at nisk — even his life.

DREAM:

Before accepting Islam, Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) was
marmied to Kinaanah bin Abil Hugaig. Safiyyah (radhiyallahu “anha)
saw a dream in which the moon came from Madeenah Munaw-
warah and fell into her lap. When she narrated this dream to
Kinaanah, he slapped her and remarked, "It seems as if you wish
to be married to this king who is coming from Madeenah Munaw-

warah (referring to Rasulullah [sallallahu “alaihi wasallam|).” After
Safiyyah (radhiyallahu “anha) marmed Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam), he (sallallahu “alaihi wasallam) saw a blue bruise near
her eye and asked her regarding the cause of it. She then narrated
this incident to Rasulullah (sallallahu “alaihi wasallam). {lbnu Sa'd
vol. 8, pg. 121)

BATTLE OF KHAIBAR:

The Battle of Khaibar occurred in the year 7 AH. Rasulullah
(sallallahu “alaihi wasallam) was instructed to launch an attack
against the Jews in Khaibar due to them breaking their peace
treaty with the Muslims and instigating the disbelievers to fight
against the Muslims, which resulted in the Battle of Khandaq (the
Battle of the Trench) taking place. One of the main conspirators
behind this plot was Huyayy bin Akhtab, the father of Safiyyah
(radhiyallahu “anha). (Seeratul Mustafa [sallallahu “alaili wasal-
lam] vol. 2, pg. 310)

It was dunng this expedition that Kinaanah, the husband of
Safiyyah (radhiyallahu “anha), was killed, and she was captured,
eventually coming into the ownership of Rasulullah (sallallahu

‘alaihi wasallam).

LOVE FOR RASULULLAH
(SALLALLAHU "ALAIHI WASALLAM):

Initially, when Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) was captured and
had not yet accepted Islam, she had hatred for Rasulullah
(sallallahu “alaihi wasallam), as her father and husband were killed
fighting the Muslims. However, Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam) explained to her that her father had harboured enmity
against Islam and had always laboured to harm the Muslims. In
this manner, Safiyyah (radhiyallahu “anha) was appeased and
understood. She herself explains that when she first met
Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam), he (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam) was the most hated of people to her, and shortly there-

after, Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) was the most
beloved of people to her. (Mama'uz Zawaaid #15363 &
#15369)

LIFE-CHANGING CHOICE:

Rasulullah (sallallahu “alaihi wasallam) thereafter invited her to
accept Islam, in which case he would keep her, and also allowed
her to remain a Jew if she wished, even allowing her to go free
and reunite with her people. However, her reply was, "0 Rasul of
Allah (sallallahu “alaihi wasallam)! | have fallen in love with Islam
and | have accepted you as the true Nabi of Allah even before you
called me.” She also said, “Allah and His Rasul (sallallahu “alaihi
wasallam) are more beloved to me than freedom and retuming to
my people.” {Ibnu Sa'd vol. 8, pg. 123) Rasulullah (sallallahu “alaihi
wasallam) thus freed her and married her.

FREE WOMAN:

\When Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) departed from
Khaibar with Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha), some Sahaabah
(radhiyallahu ‘anhum), who did not witness the nikaah, were not
sure as to whether she was still a slave or whether Rasulullah
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) had freed her and marred her. As
soon as these Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum) saw Rasulullah
(sallallahu “alaihi wasallam) use his shawl to conceal her, they
realized that she was a free woman and the respected wife of
Rasulullah (sallallahu “alaihi wasallam), as hijaab and nigaab are
the signs of a free woman, whereas a slave does not conceal
herself. (Saheeh Muslim #3500)

WALEEMAH:

When Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) held the waleemah
of Safiyyah (radhiyallahu “anha), he (sallallahu “alaihi wasallam)

announced to the Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum), “Whoever



has anything (to eat) should bring it Some Sahaabah
(radhiyallahu “anhum) brought ghee, others brought dates while
some brought cheese and others brought ‘saweeq’ (a dish of
powdered wheat or barley). These ingredients were mixed into a
sweet dish known as ‘hais” which was eaten for the waleemah.
(Saheeh Bukhaan #371)

This was the extent of the simplicity of the waleemah of
Rasulullah (sallallahu “alaihi wasallam). Not only was the food
simple, but Rasulullah {sallallahu “alaihi wasallam) even asked the
Sahaabah (radhivallahu ‘anhum) to bring whatever they had
available.

AVOIDING AREAS OF SUSPICION:

Once, Safiyyah (radhiyallahu “anha) went to wvisit Rasulullah
(sallallahu “alaihi wasallam) while he was in I'tikaaf. When she
turned to leave, Rasulullah (sallallahu “alaihi wasallam) went with
her to her door (which led directly into the musjid). Just then, two
Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhuma) from the Ansaar passed by.
When they saw Rasulullah (sallallahu “alaihi wasallam) with a
woman, they quickly moved away, due to modesty. Rasulullah
(sallallahu “alaihi wasallam) stopped them and informed them that
the woman was Safiyyah (radhiyallahu “anha). The Sahaabah
(radhiyallahu “anhuma) said, "Subhaanallah!”, as it was incon-
ceivable for them to ever suspect that Rasulullah (sallallahu “alaihi
wasallam) could have been speaking to a non-mahram.
Rasulullah (sallallahu “alaihi wasallam) said, “I did not say this to
you thinking that you suspected me of evil. Shaitaan flows in a
person as his blood flows in him, and | feared that he would place
some feeling or suspicion in your hearts.” (Saheeh Bukhaari
#2035 & Fathul Baari)

While we should always try to harbour a good opinion of the next
person, on our part, we should make an effort to avoid places and
situations of suspicion. This includes a person being suspicious in
their cellphone-usage behaviour, such as keeping it out of access
to the spouse, etc.

CONFIRMATION OF INFORMATION: A

A slave girl belonging to Safiyyah (radhiyallahu “anha) once came
to ‘Umar (radhiyallahu “anhu) and told him that Safiyyah
(radhiyallahu ‘anha) loved the day of Saturday (the day of the
Jews) and that she had ties with the Jews. This information was
serious, as @ Muslim should honour the day of Fnday, while
honouring the auspicious days of the Jews and other disbelievers
is prohibited in Islam. Hence ‘Umar (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) called for
Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) in order to investigate the informa-
tion. Safiyyah (radhiyallahu "anha) explained that the accusation
of her loving the day of Saturday was false, as since she accepted
Islam, she only loved the day of Jumu'ah and had no love for
Saturday. As for her ties with the Jews, then they were her
family, and she maintained these family ties as maintaining ties is
a basic teaching of Islam. Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) thereafter
asked her slave girl as to what had caused her to carry these false
allegations to ‘Umar (radhiyallahu ‘anhu). The slave gid replied,
“shaitaan.” Safiyyah (radhiyallahu “anha) immediately freed her.
(Al-lstee’aab vol. 4, pg. 427)

This incident highlights the importance of verfying information
before acting on it or transmitting it to others, as there are many
people who deliberately sow the seeds of misinformation In an
effort to spread mischief and create fights, quarrels and disunity.
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DEMISE:

Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) passed away in Ramadhaan in the
year 50 A.H. duning the rule of Mu'aawiyah (radhiyallahu “anhu).

USWATUL MUSLIMAH
* Uswatul Muslimah is an educational program dedicated to our Muslim sisters.

* Among the activities organised for our honourable mothers and sisters are:

lectures on pertinent topics at various venues; a website which posts relevant
articles, audios, questions and answers relating to women and a newsletter.

uswatul

* The Uswatul Muslimah program is run by a panel of Ulama under the
auspices of Madrasah Ta'leemuddeen, Isipingo Beach.
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